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Dear Parents and Carers, 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our Winter Wonderland, by attending or volunteering, 

yesterday after school. As you know, due to a short spell of severe weather, we made the decision to 

move the event indoors and we are very grateful for your understanding and co-operation around this. I 

am pleased to say that Friends of Freegrounds Junior School managed to raise an impressive total of 

£2,100! This money will make a significant difference in supporting the improvement of our computing 

resources, as we continue to save for a fourth bank of Chrome Books which the children will use across 

the curriculum.  

I am also pleased to inform you that the first part of the gas work has successfully been completed today 

and the school now has full use of its heating system again. Unfortunately, we need to wait for further 

work to be carried out before the kitchen will be able to offer the full range of meals which it would 

normally provide.  

I hope you and your families have a great weekend. 

Ryan O'Hearn  

Headteacher 

Anti-Bullying Week 

During the week beginning 14th November, we participated in national Anti

-bullying week. We would like to thank everyone who contributed in 

whatever small way, whether it was putting your hand up in assembly, 

entering the positivity sticker competition, wearing odd socks, contributing 

to circle time discussions or leaving a message of positivity on our graffiti 

wall.  

This year the theme was ‘reach out’, and in school we discussed what 

bullying is, what it might look like, how it can make people feel and how 

as a community we can reach out and help. We focused on ensuring 

the children know there are many ways that they can reach out to 

trusted adults around them and how they too can look out for others. 

A special mention goes to the winner of our positivity sticker competition 

– Sophie Davis (Beech Class), for her colourful and creative design. It 

was tough to pick and we were amazed at the variety of designs, 

slogans, and imagination the children came up with, some of these are 

now on display in the school hall. 

Finally, a reminder that as a school we will continue to address the 
concept of bullying through our PSHE lessons, circle times and 
assemblies. Children and the school community are reminded that 
as a school, we define bullying as, ‘the repeated attack, physical, 
psychological, social or verbal on those who are powerless to resist, 
with the intention of causing distress for gain, gratification or 
impact.’ Children are able to reach out by using their ‘time to talk’ 
pegs to speak to a trusted adult about any concerns they may have. 
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Year 3 

This half term, year 3 have been enjoying their topic ‘The Great Freegrounds Bake Off’. We started the 

unit by considering different celebrations around the world and how bread is often a key part of these 

events. Using the text ‘The Bread Stories’ alongside atlases, we learnt that ‘Stolen’ comes from 

Germany, ‘Panettone’ from Italy and ‘Corn Bread’ from Jamaica.  Some children talked about where 

other food come from as they had been researching them as part of their home learning projects – it was 

really exciting to share these last week as a year group. Many of the children talked confidently about 

their home learning and the adults were impressed with the baking skills on display. Lots of hard earnt 

effort marks and house points were awarded. 

Last week, Mark, a chef from Aspens came to talk to us about balanced diets and healthy eating. Year 3 

learnt about the different food groups that make up the Eat Well plate and the benefits they give our 

body. We were lucky enough to try some different fruits and vegetables including a dragon fruit and 

pomegranate as well as some beetroot brownies and dried fruit flapjacks – they were all delicious! In our 

design and technology lessons, we have continued to think about balanced diets, where our food comes 

from and the processes different food go through before they end up on our plates. We have our fingers 

crossed that the ovens will be fixed soon so we can do some baking of our own.  

Year 3 look forward to sharing more about their learning at our Fabulous Finish on Wednesday 7th 
December. 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 
What an exciting few weeks! We began with a fantastic Anglo-Saxon day. We spent 
the day learning about life in the Anglo-Saxon times. We made some delicious 
griddle cakes, created our own broaches and designed an Anglo-Saxon village. 
Everyone looked great in their costumes! We have continued learning about this time 
in our history lessons. We have learnt how the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain and 
explored how life was different than compared to the Roman times. 

In English, we have been reading Arthur and the Golden Rope. We really enjoyed 
this story and learning about Viking mythology. We have spent lots of time thinking 
about the character Fenrir and finding words to describe how scary he is. We have 
created some great descriptive sentences using similes and expanded noun phrases. 
We have carried on the Viking theme in Book Talk where we are reading How to 
Train Your Dragon.  

 



Year 6 
Year 6 have really enjoyed their English lessons so far this half term. They have been studying ‘The 
Highwayman’ poem by Alfred Noyce and writing letters in role as some of the characters. This links well 
with their topic ‘Vile Villains’, and they are looking forward to combining their newly learnt historical 
knowledge of crime and punishment through the years with their English work, to put the Highwayman on 
trial during their Fab Finish for parents in December.  

In Science, the children have been learning and investigating more about electrical circuits and this 
knowledge and understanding will be used next week when they design and make their own security 
systems during DT lessons.  
 
Year 6 SATs Talk 
It was fantastic to have so many parents join us virtually for our Year 6 SATs talk on Monday 21st 
November. If you were unable to attend, a copy of the PowerPoint slides that were shared can be found 
on the school website.  

https://www.freegrounds-jun.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Year-6-SATs-Presentation-2022-23.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 
We’ve been getting into the Christmas spirit with our ‘Festive Fun’ 
topic in Year 5. Our Stunning Starter Day gave us a challenge from 
the FJSA to design a stall for the school Winter wonderland fair. In 
groups, we had to research our ideas, produce the plans, 
instructions, list everything it would need to run and also work out the 
costs and profits. In a Dragon’s Den style, the groups then had to 
pitch their idea. It was a hard fought contest but very exciting. The 
three winning stalls will be run by the children at the fair and each 
class will be eagerly awaiting to see which does make the most 
profits. Staying on the theme of money, we had a very informative visit from HSBC Bank as part of our 
PHSE programme. It was interesting to learn about money management and think about the choices we 
have to make with our money. Music has also filled the air! We have really enjoyed our Music lessons 
with Mrs Carter and been busy learning and practising the songs we are performing for the Christmas fair. 
We have videoed these and it was a special moment to see all the year group singing together. The video 
will be available on GoogleClassroom if you were unable to see it at the fair. Also, we loved looking at 
such a lot of fantastic home learning. As you can see below we have a great display in our shared area. 
Thank you for the effort you all put in to support this. We can’t tell you much more about the festive 
secrets we are working on!! You will have to wait until Christmas to find out! 

 



Family Support Worker  

I am holding a coffee morning on Tuesday 13th December 2022. This 

is an informal catch up and an opportunity to come together, eat 

croissants and make Christmas cards.Please complete the google 

doc below if you would like to attend so I have an idea of numbers 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

Google doc link: https://forms.gle/5eDPXmPJ7mWULYAz6 

 

Other coffee morning dates for your diary below: 

 

Michelle Brightwell 
Child and Family Support Worker 

Date Theme 

Tuesday 13th December Coffee morning with Christmas card making. 

Friday 20th January ASC – strategies to support children with Autism 

Friday 10th March Supporting children’s worries 

Friday 26th May School Nurse Service: diet / sleep 

Friday 16th June Managing challenging behaviours – 7 Top Tips 

Friday 14th July Internet Safety – managing use of devices at home 

 

MOKI 
We made it! We are excited to 
announce that we reached our MOKI 
fitness challenge of walking 8,278,252 
steps to reach Qatar by the start of the 
world cup. Thanks to an amazing effort 
by all the of the children (and some 
staff) who either wore our MOKI fitness 
bands or recorded their own steps from 
their personal fitness device we 
recorded a grand total of 9,991,650 
steps on Friday 19th November. A great 
example of teamwork and resilience. 
The children are now looking forward to 
following their classes chosen teams 
through the different stages of the 
Football World Cup event and 
wondering what MOKI fitness challenge 
Mrs Coe will set next! 


