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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Thank you for taking time to read our newsletter - it is packed with information about what has been 

happening in each of the year groups, as well as lots of other exiting things that are taking place across 

the school.  

As mentioned in my letter last week, we are looking to develop our lines of communication through a 

variety of ways, one of which is a parent/carer forum. To run this, we would ideally like one parent or 

carer from each class to become a class representative and be responsible for providing an additional 

form of communication between the school and families.  

When: Meetings will be held once a half term on a Thursday morning at 9am and will last no longer than 

an hour (dates will be agreed in advance once the forum is up and running) 

Where: In school  

What: The purpose of the meetings will to be to discuss questions that have been raised, gain ongoing 

feedback and also give the school an opportunity to talk through information in greater detail.  

The agenda for each meeting will be agreed prior to the meeting and will reflect whole class, year group 

or school themes. Parents who wish to raise questions regarding their individual child will need to 

continue to do this through the current setup (via the school office, or directly with the class teacher at the 

end of the day). 

Please could I ask that if you are happy to put yourself forward as a class representative, that you discuss 

this with fellow parents/carers in your class first. I know there are a variety of parent/carer Whatsapp and 

Facebook groups which are used to communicate within classes and year groups and hopefully these will 

provide a good opportunity to enable these nominations and discussions. Once a class representative 

has been agreed, please could you contact the school office with this information. The deadline for this is 

Friday 14th October. If we are unable to get a representative for each class, then we will ensure that 

there is at least one for each year group.  

Thank you for your ongoing support.  

Ryan O'Hearn  

Headteacher 

Trick Box – Big No! 
In Assembly this week Mr O’Hearn talked though the importance of Trick Box strategies 
with the children, particularly focusing on the Trick called Big No!  

The aim of this trick is to develop the ability to say ‘no’ and make your voice 
and body language match your meaning. The children discussed 
when Big No! is important and can be particularly used to keep 
yourself or others safe. They also learnt about being assertive and 
talked through how this would look and what it would sound like, 
rather than being aggressive or passive.  
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Year 3 
Year 3 have been enjoying their first topic ‘Grow for it’, by exploring the school grounds, planting seeds 
and thinking about how they can grow in their learning now they are a member of the Junior School.  

On our stunning starter day, we braved the drizzly rain to go on a mini-beast hunt in 3 different areas of 
the school. In the pond area, we found a range of critters including ants, spiders, woodlice and even a 
moth. As a year group, we have chosen a tree in the school grounds to study over the course of the year 
to see how it changes with the seasons. We hope next time we observe the Horse Chestnut tree it will 
have conkers! We also planted bulbs and plants for outside our classroom and cress to take home. This 
linked with our science work on what a plants needs to grow and the function of its different parts.  

Each week we have been thinking more about our learning behaviours, as part of our MOKI fitness 
challenge we have been working as a team, in Maths we have shown good resilience and in Art explored 
creative ways to mix colours and draw flowers in the style of Georgia O’Keefe.  

We look forward to sharing how we have grown as members of the Junior School and 
some of our art work on Wednesday 19th October – please see diary dates for more 
information.  

 

 

 

 

Year 4 
The first few weeks of Year Four have flown by and all the children have worked incredibly hard. This half 
term the children are exploring forests during the 'Into The Woods' topic. As part of this, it was fantastic to 
have the opportunity to visit Bolderwood in the New Forest. The children learnt all about why the New 
Forest is so important and special. Everyone enjoyed seeing all the different landscapes and keeping a 
close eye out for any wild animals. One group needed to walk very quietly past a pony and her foal and 
another lucky group even saw deer running through the woodland! The children were inspired by the 
beauty of the forest and were able to use this to help them write a fantastic description of a vibrant, wild 
forest back at school in English. In Book Talk, the forest theme has continued by reading 'The Wilderness 
War' by Julia Green. The children have enjoyed this so far and have been making predictions about what 
they think will happen next. Well done for all your hard work so far Year Four!   

 



Year 6 

Last weekend was the Year 6 residential to PGL Little Canada on the Isle of Wight. The children enjoyed 

the journey on the ferry and a visit to Dinosaur Isle to learn more about their science unit (fossils), before 

arriving at Little Canada.  

Through participating in the range of activities on offer, it was amazing to see the children displaying so 

many of our learning behaviours throughout the weekend: especially ‘Team work’, ‘Resilience’ and 

‘Independence’, and they were awarded with many effort marks as a result.  

There are many more photos of our residential on the school Twitter page (@freegroundsjun), so please 
feel free to take a look and share them with your children regardless of the year group they are in.  

 

Year 5 

Wow! What a busy start it has been to Year 5. We all settled into our new classes and routines quickly 

and have got stuck into our topic based on the Egyptian afterlife. Our topic kicked off with an Egyptian 

day, where we discovered some of the background geography of the country and a bit about the way of 

life for people in ancient times. This included us making pyramids and shadufs (water collecting devices) 

using materials from the woodland. We have continued learning about how children lived in those times 

through our Book Talk and English work. In History, we have research the roles the Gods played, which 

then culminated in our writing of a non-chronological report in English for display in the hall. Also in 

History, we have learnt about the process of mummification and made ‘Fruitenkahmun’ by mummifying a 

tomato! Using our skills of video production in computing, we are starting to plan our instructional video 

about how to mummify someone. Hopefully, the children will not try this out at home!! In Science, we have 

gone even further back in time, looking at how the Earth has evolved and how scientists have discovered 

this through fossils. We were amazed by what different fossils there could be. There are even fossils of 

skin, feathers, plants and animal’s dung! 

 



Pupil Voice 
After a busy start to the year, we would like to announce the class representatives, house captains and 
pupil librarians that have been selected for this year.  Due to the year 6 residential, we are aiming to 
announce the Sports and Play Leaders next week.  A massive well done to all those who not only 
demonstrated their creativity in the way that they presented themselves, but also for showing resilience by 
being brave and not being afraid to ‘give it a go’.  These children will all play an important role this year in 
regards to ‘pupil voice’: the act of listening to their peers and working alongside staff to make the changes 
to our school that the children have communicated. 
 
For each class, the children elected one of each of the following: 
 Eco-Rep - These children will work alongside Miss Seddon focussing on our school grounds and 

optimising our outdoor learning environments. 
 Learning Council - These children will work alongside Mrs Hawkins with the particular focus on our 

School learning behaviours. 
 School Council - These children will work closely with Mr O’Hearn focussing on the positive 

behaviour code and reward systems. 
These representatives for each class are as follows: 

In addition to these roles, there are other important roles which some of our elected year 6 children will 
undertake.  These include Sports Leaders, Play Leaders, House Captains, Assembly Monitors and Pupil 
Librarians. 
The elected house captains will be working alongside Mr Banham and will focus on inter-house 
competitions as well as organising additional events.  They are as follows: 
 
Bramley - Lucas W & Eloise O 
Russet - Dolly H & Ryan W 
Empire - Liam F & Savannah M 
Winston - Eve R & Harry C 
 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Ash 
Eco-Rep: Amelia S-C 

Learning Council: James R 
School Council: Charlie W 

Beech 
Eco-Rep: Ethan A 

Learning Council: David T 
School Council: Abigail R 

Larch 
Eco-Rep:  Finlay B 

Learning Council: Emily C 
School Council: Aaron P 

Sycamore 
Eco-Rep: Curtly B 

Learning Council: Jaiden J 
School Council: Riley L 

Elm 
Eco-Rep: Morgan W 

Learning Council: Marlee G 
School Council: Phoebe C 

Pine 
Eco-Rep: Niamh S 

Learning Council: Imogen C 
School Council: Phoebe S 

Cedar 
Eco-Rep: George J 

Learning Council:  Ella P 
School Council: Leo C 

Juniper 
Eco-Rep: Roman W-B 

Learning Council: Ruby P 
School Council: Poppy H 

Oak 
Eco-Rep: Fynn J 

Learning Council: Ed I 
School Council: Amy-Leigh F 

Maple 
Eco-Rep: Layla L 

Learning Council: Amelia V 
School Council: Samuel F 

Willow 
Eco-Rep: Oscar C 

Learning Council: Halle T 
School Council: Layla C 

Hawthorn 
Eco-Rep: Sam J 

Learning Council: Cameron 
M 

School Council: William G 



Family Support Worker  

I have really enjoyed all the parents I have caught up with since the start of term and especially all the 

Year 3 parents I have chatted to and got to know already at the school gate each morning!  

I am holding a coffee morning next Friday 7th October for Year 3 parents only. Please come to the of-

fice after morning drop-off for a 9am start. The session will last about an hour. This will be an opportunity 

for you to talk through any questions you have about your child starting at the juniors and to meet other 

parents with coffee/tea and biscuits provided. I will also do a short presentation on Emotion Coaching 

which is an approach we use in school to help children manage their feelings appropriately. 

Other coffee morning dates for your diary below: 

 

A large part of my role as Family Support Worker is to signpost parents/carers to support available in 

Hampshire for families. One service available is the School Nursing Team. Families can access support 

from the School Nursing webpages https://hampshirehealthyfamilies.org.uk as they offer links to support-

ive information and advice that parents, young people and professionals may find useful. 

Parents/carers can also be signposted to their ChatHealth texting service: 

Advice for parent/carers of children 0-5 years – Text ChatHealth on 07520615720 
Advice for parent/carers of children 5-19 years – Text ChatHealth on 07507332417 

As a school, we can also make a referral to the service for any of the following concerns which the School 

Nursing team can offer advice around: 

Physical Health 

Emotional health and well being 

Healthy weights and lifestyles 

Support during transition through school/ college 

Relationships, sexual health, and substance misuse 

Parenting advice: accident prevention, sleep, behaviour and toilet training 

 

Michelle Brightwell 
Child and Family Support Worker 

Date Theme 

Friday 7th October Year 3 Parent Coffee Morning 

Friday 11th November Parenting Top Tips! 

Friday 20th January ASC – strategies to support children with Autism 

Friday 10th March Supporting children’s worries 

Friday 26th May School Nurse Service: diet / sleep 

Friday 16th June Managing challenging behaviours – 7 Top Tips 

Friday 14th July Internet Safety – managing use of devices at home 

Manipulative Play 

During lunchtimes, our manipulative play area is open to the children to 

explore, build and create using a range of natural and man-made 

materials.  For the next 2 weeks, it is Year 4's turn to use this area so 

please make sure your child has their wellies in school if they want to 

use this. To keep up to date with which year group is using the 

manipulative play each week, please see our Weekly Notices.   

 

https://hampshirehealthyfamilies.org.uk


On the run up to the world cup, each 
class will be given our bank of school 
fitness bands – known as MOKI, to 
track their steps. We are aiming to 
reach the grand total of 8,278,252 
steps which would take us to the 
stadium the first world cup match will 
be played in on the 20th November. 
We will keep you updated with our 
progress.  

Competitions  
Well done to the following teams who have represented the school at various sports events this week: 
 
Year 4 Dodgeball 
The team did extremely well and had a fantastic time playing a tournament at Wildern, even if they did get 
soaked during the final game! they won 2, lost 1 and drew 1.  
 
Year 5 and 6 boys' Football  
On Wednesday, the boys had a home fixture and played in the Hampshire cup against strong opposition. 
Despite creating a few good chances, they lost 3-0 and will now go into the Hampshire plate.  
 
Year 5 and 6 girls' Football 
The girls' team went to Portsmouth to play an away game in the Hampshire Cup. At half time, they were  
3-0 up but unfortunately the opposition scored 3 second half goals and then stole the win from us on 
penalties! However, the girls showed fantastic team spirit in defeat and we are extremely proud of their 
efforts and attitude. They too, will now play in the Hampshire Plate.  


