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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

The first part of the Summer term is already racing away and the children have been busy enjoying a 

great new range of topics and activities.  

Thank you to everyone who attended parent/carer evenings in the final week of last half term (I know it 

seems a long time ago now), it was great to welcome you into school and spend time talking through your 

children's learning. If you weren't able to attend for any reason, please don't hesitate to contact your 

child's class teacher via the school office to arrange a meeting with them.  

I want to give a special mention to our Year 6 children who have been taking their SATs papers this 

week. They have all made a fantastic effort and should be proud of how hard they have worked, not only 

during this week, but in the build-up to the tests too. Well done Year 6 - we're very proud of you! 

Thank you for your ongoing support, I hope you have a relaxing and sunny weekend.  

Kind regards 

Ryan O'Hearn 

Chrome Books 

We are delighted to let you know that we now have a third set of Chrome 
Books which are being used across the school. We are keen to get a set of 
30 Chrome Books for each year group to support the teaching of our 
Computing curriculum, as well as being used across other topic and subject 
areas too. We now have 3 sets (90 Chrome Books) and we are hopeful that 
future fundraising (mainly through FJSA) will enable us to add a further set 
in the coming year.  

Home Learning 

Well done to everyone who has handed in their Home 

Learning this half term - it has been great to see the    

effort and creativity that has been put into some of these 

activities and tasks. The children have certainly enjoyed 

sharing their hard work with each other and giving     

feedback on the pieces that they have produced. I      

particularly enjoyed having the opportunity to join with the 

Year 4s; listening to their conversations about their  

learning and seeing the wide range of impressive        

outcomes on show.  
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Year 3 

Our French stunning starter day was a great success as we got stuck into 

lots of French themed activities. It was wonderful to see the children so 

enthusiastic and engaged to learn about France through a range of different 

curriculum led activities. We started by travelling from Dover to Calais, 

setting the classroom up as a ferry with French entertainment. We then took 

a tour of Paris, learning about all of the famous landmarks. Children then 

wrote a postcard home, writing about their trip to Paris. Our next activity 

involved the children using the ‘creativity’ learning behaviour as they recreated 

Van Gogh’s starry night picture. The children produced outstanding artwork using 

oil pastels and it was lovely to see them add a unique, creative twist when 

replicating the image. In the afternoon, children were involved in a range of 

activities including French bingo, learning some French songs and playing boules 

and petanque. We would like to thank you all for your support with dressing up so 

the children were fully immersed in the experience of the day, they all looked 

wonderful. At the end of the day, we were amazed by just how inquisitive the 

children had been by asking many curious questions, which led them to gain so 

much from the days and deepened their understanding about the impact of 

France on the world. 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 
Year 4 have been immersing themselves in the world of robots in the past few weeks. We started with a 
great robot building workshop which gave us the opportunity to design our own robots using Lego 
Technic. We had to problem solve how to ensure all the components such as wheels and the ‘brain’ 
could be attached before customising the design. Then came the coding! We used the computers to 
programme the robots to be able to go forwards but turn if they could detect an obstacle in their way 
before they hit it. We could even add different light colours depending on how close to the object we 
were! There was plenty of time to test out our robots around the classroom to see how successful we had 
been. It was great fun! We are now using the story of the Iron Man by Ted Hughes, to create our own 
new robot creature for a story in English. We are then making our new ‘Iron Creature’ in DT and using our 
computer skills to give them moving parts and lights that are controlled by our programming!  

 



Year 6 
Year 6 have had another busy start to the term. The children enjoyed observing 
the results of their ‘Rusty nail’ investigation that they set up in Science lessons 
before the Easter break and they have spent time discussing and concluding 
their findings; they found that they had lots of new questions they would like to 
research as a result of the investigation. In topic lessons, the children have 
been learning about databases and what they are used for. We then started 
using Google Sheets on the Chrome Books to input data about volcanic 
eruptions and format specific cells. In Dance, the children have been using 
stomps and claps to create their own music/ beat to choreograph a routine to in 
small groups- we are looking forward to continuing with the dance unit over the 
coming weeks. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to say how proud we are of 
the whole year group and their fantastic attitude towards their 
SATs tests. The children have shown great resilience throughout 
all of the preparation and the week itself. It was so lovely to see so 
many of them arriving early each morning with a smile on their face 
for a breakfast snack and a relaxed chat with friends before the 
tests. We are looking forward to celebrating the end of their SATs 
tests by having lots of fun with them all at Paultons Park on 
Monday! 

 

Finally, we are excited to announce the Year 6 production of ‘Robin 
and the Sherwood Hoodies’ that the children will be performing later 
in the summer term (more details will be shared after half term). All of 
the children will have a part to play in this exciting year group project, 
even if they do not wish to be onstage for the actual performances. 
This includes acting, dancing, singing, making props, sorting tickets, 
selling refreshments or work backstage- we want to encourage all of the children to get involved in one 
way or another! The production is just one of a number of exciting things that we have planned for the 
children’s final half term at FJS. 

Year 5 
Despite it being a short term, we’ve packed a lot into our 
first weeks of Summer in Year 5. Our Summer A topic of 
‘Groovy Greeks’ has seen the children learning about the 
legacy of the Ancient Greeks. In music, we have learnt 
about instrumentation and suspense whilst in RE we’re 
learning about justice.  We have even learnt about Ancient 
Greek language, politics, architecture and sport. The 
children have read traditional stories such as Theseus and 
the Minotaur, which they used as a stimulus in English. 
We have even managed to squeeze in some food tasting 
relating to Greeks! 

 

Year 5 have been lucky to have Hampshire Cricket come into school weekly to run 

cricket sessions. In these sessions, the children have been developing their 

general sporting knowledge as well as learning the skills and attributes to play 

cricket.  

 



Maths and Reading Tests 

This week, in Year 3, 4 and 5, children have taken age-appropriate SATs style Maths tests, as they did 

last term with a Reading paper. This has been done in a non-threatening way; in their normal classrooms 

and not under a strict time pressure. As a school, we made the decision for children to take these tests 

for a number of reasons:  

 To give children an opportunity to demonstrate the knowledge and skills they have retained  

 To provide additional information for teachers and to inform future planning about particular skills 

which a year group or individual needs to spend more time on 

 To inform teachers about which style of questions children are less familiar with and to weave these 

into future learning (EG questions like 'Find and copy two words from the text to show how the 

character was feeling'. It's amazing how many children will copy a relevant phrase or three words 

which they then won't score any marks for). 

 To give children practise in taking a test (and helping them to realise that it doesn't need to be 

something scary) prior to their SATs in Year 6. Children will take one set of tests each year for 

Reading and Maths only 

 To further support assessments which teachers make throughout the year 

Lunchtimes at Freegrounds 

The warm weather has given us the opportunity to make use of the amazing space which we have on 

offer here at Freegrounds. Please see below the range of activities and spaces which are available to 

children during lunchtimes during the Summer months:  

Upper School Basketball competition 

Upper and Lower school football pitches 

Spaces to sit and colour 

Areas to eat outside for sandwiches/picnic options 

Pétanque  

Willow Dome quiet area 

Year 3 Sports Challenge 

Coming soon: 

Tennis tables 

 

Sports 

Having had a good Spring term winning both Golf events and our Year 4 boys Cross Country team      

winning at Fair Oak, we were looking forward to a positive start in the Summer term and we were not  

disappointed. 

We sent two Netball teams to Wildern for the cluster event 

where both teams finished 1st and 2nd, with the reward of going 

through to the Partnership finals. After some fantastic netball 

and only one loss between them, both teams had to play each 

other to see who would be the overall winner. 

Team 1 eventually beat Team 2 in a tight game winning 2-1, 

becoming winners and qualifying for the Hampshire Finals to 

be held at Southampton Sports Centre in June. Team 2 sadly 

finished third behind Droxford. 

Amazing performance from both teams and good luck in the finals. 



FJSA 

We were blown away by the attendance of our first School Disco in 2 years, with over 

267 children coming to party. We would like to say a special thank you to all the         

parents who gave up their time to help and make the evening such a success and to the 

DJ, Andy Maxwell for keeping the children entertained. We made an amazing £755 on 

the night which will go towards continuing to improve our outdoor learning areas.

We are very excited to be hosting a joint Summer Fayre with Freegrounds Infant School on Saturday 25th 
June from 11.30am – 2.30pm 
 
Between the two schools, we will have a variety of games and stalls for everyone to enjoy as well as a 
BBQ, refreshments, arena shows, crafts and a raffle draw.  
 
Entry is free and we hope that as many of you as possible can come along with your friends and family to 
this fun event and support the two schools.  
 
Look out for further email communication with more information on raffle prizes, stalls, games and  
vendors who will be at the fayre.  If you would like to volunteer for a slot to help on the day please click 
this link to sign up      https://volunteersignup.org/CQRKT 
 

Art 

Recently, 14 Year Five pupils were lucky enough to visit the Gregg School for an art workshop. During the 

session, the children recapped primary and secondary colours and ordered them in a gradient. The      

children were then introduced to the work of Paul Klee and in response used oil pastels to create a       

coloured background inspired by the shapes in Paul Klee’s work and the colours they had ordered.       

Finally, the children used ink and their drawing skills to mono-print onto their background. It was a great 

experience and resulted in some vibrant artwork. 

Family Support Worker 

Hello – and welcome to the new regular Family Support Worker section of the newsletter! 

It has been lovely getting to know even more families since taking on my new role of Family Support 
Worker as well as continuing my current role as Play leader in Pippins. I look forward to further developing 
my role over the next few months in sharing information about what support is available in our local 
community as well as online. 

A reminder that I am often out on the gate in the mornings; I can also be contacted via the school office 
and there is a Family Support Worker tab on the school website. I am in school every day apart from 
Wednesdays. This is a really great website - www.familylives.org.uk It covers a wide range of topics to 
support with family life so I would recommend you taking a look. Further website links to support families 
and parenting is available on the school website. With the current situation around living costs, I can also 
support you and signpost you to local agencies even if you think you are not eligible, so please let me 
know if you would like to talk to me. A date for your diary – I will be hosting a Coffee Morning on Friday 
11th June – look out for further details in the weekly newsletter. 

Michelle Brightwell 


