
Progression in Geography Skills, Knowledge and Vocabulary 

 

Vocabulary 
There is key geographical vocabulary linked to Place knowledge, Human and Physical Geography. This specific vocabulary should be taught within the 

appropriate geographical enquiry unit and previous learnt vocabulary be referenced to ensure children’s understanding of these terms. Children should be using 
these terms when they are discussing geography and in their written work. 

Geography is a specific vocabulary rich subject. Please refer to a full glossary attached to this document for full definitions of the words below and other 
vocabulary that should be used when teaching Geography when ever possible.   

KS1   Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

points of the compass, 
continents, equator, UK, 
country and ocean.  
 
Human Geography –Business 
Bungalow, City 
Detached house, Factory, 
Farm, Fishing Flats, Hamlet, 
Harbour, High street, 
House, Industry, Local 
Office, Jobs Port, Semi 
detached, shop, terrace, Town, 
Village 
 
Beach, Cliff, Coast, Island, Sea, 
Hill, Mountain, River, Food 
chains, Forest, Soil, Climate, 
Cloud, Ice, Rain, Precipitation, 
Season, Snow 
Sunshine, Temperature, 
Weather, Wind 

County 
Northern hemisphere 
Southern hemisphere 
 
 
Rural 
Urban 
Land use 
Population 
Settlement 
 
Coastal 
Inland 
Environment(al)  
 
 
 
 
 

Lines of Latitude – 
Antarctic circle 
Arctic circle 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
 
Trade 
Tourism 
 
Biome 
Climate 
Vegetation 
Erosion 
Fold mountains 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topography 
 
 
 
 
Agriculture/agricultural 
Deforestation 
Crops 
Fair trade 
Drought 
 
Water cycle 
Deposition  
Mouth 
Source 
River Valley 
Desert 
Dune 

Greenwich Meridian 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Time zones 
 
Energy (renewable and non-
renewable) 
Resources 
Economic activity 
 
Earthquake 
Tectonic plates  
Volcano 
(Pupils should know all KS1 and 
key KS2 vocabulary at the end of 
Year 6) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Coverage 

KS1 
Year 1 

KS1 
Year 2 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

All  geography units include map skills, enquiry, locational knowledge, place knowledge and human and physical geography. 

Fieldwork:  
School 
based 

Fieldwork:  
New Forest 
and local to 
school site. 

Fieldwork – 
Hedge End Village 

Fieldwork – 
Local playground enquiry 

Solent enquiry – Portsmouth 
Harbour 

Fieldwork – 
River Hamble 

Fieldwork – 
Isle of Wight 

 

Virtual fieldwork- 
Eastleigh comparison 

France unit. 

Virtual fieldwork- 
Arinsal Andorra 

Virtual fieldwork- 
Brazil and Egypt 

Virtual fieldwork- 
Comparison to another area of 

UK. 



Fieldwork and Enquiry Skills 
Children need competence in geographical enquiry, and the application of skills in observing, collecting, analysing, evaluating and communicating 
geographical information. 

 
(Enquiry based learning should be a feature of all geographical based teaching. Fieldwork enquiries can be stand alone, can be attached to 

educational visits or be linked to the places/human/physical geography to be studied) 

End of KS1 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can investigate places 
and environments  by: 
 
 Asking and answering 

basic questions 
 

 Making observations  
 

 Using sources such as 
simple maps, atlases, 
globes, images and 
aerial photos. 
 

 Collecting data and 
presenting it in a 
simple way. 

 

Can investigate places and 
environments by: 
 
 Making some links between 

observations in the local 
area and places they know. 

 Using a camera, video or 
audio to gather appropriate 
data.  

 Ask questions of people or 
research material to gather 
information. 

 Asking geographical 
questions about places and 
environments and 
expressing opinions about 
them. 

 Measuring accurately using 
a tally and standard units. 

 Presenting data and 
findings simply using maps, 
graphs and digital 
technologies 

 Reaching, with guidance, a 
conclusion to the teacher 
led fieldwork question.  

 

Can investigate places and 
environments by: 
 
 Making clear links and 

between observations in 
their local area and place 
studied. 

 Beginning to form and ask 
questions, using 
geographical vocabulary, 
to gather the opinions of 
views of others or question 
resources used. 

 Measuring and recording 
information using a variety 
of methods including 
digital technologies or 
simple equipment. 

 Describing the benefits 
and limitations of their data 
collection methods 

 Presenting data and 
findings using maps, 
graphs and digital 
technologies to show a 
clear enquiry route from 
question to conclusion. 

 Expressing their different 
opinions relating to issues 
and realising others may 
think differently. 

 Reaching a simply 
explained child led 
conclusion to the teacher 
led fieldwork question or 
prediction 

 

Can investigate places and 
environments by: 
 
 Making some links 

between observations in 
the local area and places in 
the wider world. 

 Devising and asking their 
own relevant questions 
(with guidance), using 
geographical vocabulary, 
to gather data to answer 
child led enquiry questions. 

 Measuring human and/or 
physical features in the 
local area using a range of 
appropriate instruments 
and methods. 

 Simply justifying data 
collection methods. 

 Presenting data and 
findings using maps, 
graphs and digital 
technologies to show a 
clear enquiry route from 
child led question to child 
led conclusion 

 Reaching a described and 
explained conclusion to the 
fieldwork question or 
prediction.  

 
 

Can investigate places and 
environments by: 
 
 Making clearly explained 

links between observations 
in the local area and places 
the wider world to identify 
patterns. 

 Devise and ask questions, 
using geographical 
vocabulary, to gather the 
relevant data needed to 
answer the child led enquiry 
question. 

 Accurately measuring 
human/ physical features 

 Using a range of 
appropriate instruments and 
methods 

 Justifying and evaluating 
data collection methods. 

 Independently presenting 
data and findings using 
maps, graphs and digital 
technologies to show a 
clear enquiry route from 
child led question to child 
led conclusion. 

 Forming conclusions that 
recognise and represent 
their views and those with 
different views equally.  

 Reaching a described and 
explained conclusion to the 
fieldwork question or 
prediction that is backed up 
with data or evidence they 
have collected. 

 



Mapwork Skills 
Maps should form an integral part of all geographical learning at a variety of different scales. Maps should be of a variety of types, including 
Ordance Survey maps at varying scales, atlases, digital mapping such as Digimap, Googlemap and Google Earth, satellite images, aerial and 
oblique photography. All maps used should have a title, key, a directional marker (north should otherwise be assumed to be at the top). 
 

End of KS1 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Be able to use - 

 Simple maps with 
keys. Atlases 
appropriate to age. 

 Simple compass 
directions. 

 Identify features on 
photographs. 

 Draw a simple map of 
a known place with a 
key. 

  

 Can use a range of maps 
and images  

 Can locate countries and 
areas on a map mentioned 
in locational and place 
knowledge for Year 3. 

 Can confidently use 
compass directions: North; 
South; East; and West to 
follow and give directions to 
build knowledge of the UK 
and the wider world  

 Can use letter and number 
coordinates to locate 
features on a map (does 
not have to be actual grid 
references but can use if 
want) 

 Can draw a sketch map 
with simple annotations 
showing human and 
physical features of the 
local area  

 Can draw a simple map of a 
familiar short route using 
OS symbols 

 Can use globes, atlases, 
photographic images and 
begin to use aerial photos 
and computer mapping  

 Can locate countries, 
areas and their features 
studied so far in locational 
knowledge for Year 4. 

 Can identify the eight 
point compass directions 
to follow and give 
directions to build 
knowledge of the UK and 
the wider world 

 Can use four-figure grid 
references to  locate 
features on a map 

 Can draw an accurate 
map of a short route using 
OS symbol 

 Can draw a sketch map 
with relatively sized 
features and annotations 
showing human and 
physical features of the 
local area. 

 Use oblique and aerial 
photos of areas or 
features and begin relate 
these to positions on a 
map 

 Can confidently use 
atlases, maps, globes and 
digital maps when needed 
for a variety of purposes 

 Can locate countries and 
areas mentioned in the 
locational knowledge 
section for Year 5 

 Can accurately use four-
figure grid references on an 
OS map and begin to use 
six-figure grid references 

 Can draw a sketch maps 
using OS symbols and a 
key 

 Can draw a sketch maps 
including relevant human/ 
physical features and 
detailed annotations of an 
area studied. 

  

 Can independently draw 
sketch maps with carefully 
chosen features and 
annotations showing human 
and physical features of an 
area studied. 

 Can independently use a 
range of maps, atlases, 
images, globes and digital 
mapping for a range of 
purposes. 

 Can locate countries/ areas 
named in KS2  

 Can confidently and 
accurately use the eight 
point compass directions 
and begin to use latitude 
and longitude to locate 
places. 

 Can accurately use six-
figure grid references on an 
OS map 

 Can draw a variety of maps, 
sketches and plans with 
accurate symbols, keys and 
scale 

  

 
 

 

 



Locational Knowledge 
Have begun to develop a framework of world locational knowledge, including knowledge of places in the local area, UK and wider world, and some globally 

significant physical and human features. 
Have a more detailed and extensive framework of knowledge of the world, including globally significant physical and human features and places in the news. 

KS1 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Have simple locational 
knowledge about 
individual places and 
environments, especially 
in the local area, but also 
in the UK and wider 
world. 
Be able to- 

 Identify the 7 
continents and 5 
oceans 

 Identify contrasting 
non-European place 
(Brazil, South 
America) 

 Identify places of 
relevance to them (eg. 
holidays, where family 
live) 

 UK- Identify the 4 
countries, capitals, 
surrounding seas, own 
school and county  

Can locate- 

 In their local area –      -
Hedge End (town),     -
Hampshire (county) and the 
surrounding counties,                      
- Other towns (Eastleigh, 
Fareham) and cities in 
Hampshire (Winchester, 
Southampton, Portsmouth)                 
-main transport links 
(motorways, airport, rail)                               
-Other features e.g. coast 
line, New Forest  etc. 

 Local area in context of the 
UK  

 UK features such as 
mountains, large rivers, 
main roads, seas etc. 

 The UK in Europe and 
neighbouring countries and 
water bodies 

 The contrasting area  
chosen for study within a 
European country and 
identify features of that area 
such as seas, mountains, 
hills, cities, lakes, rivers, 
transport etc. 

Can locate – 
 

 World - Continents and 
oceans in terms of 
Northern and Southern 
Hemisphere, main lines of 
latitude (Arctic and 
Antarctic Circles, Equator, 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn) 

 Location of area in 
Europe chosen for study 
including surrounding 
countries, main features 
of the continent such as 
mountains, rivers, coast, 
water bodies, cities, main 
transport links. 

 Location of Russia needs 
to be covered (if not being 
used as a chosen study 
area) due to its position 
spanning 2 continents. 
(could be looked at in 
terms of biomes/climate 
areas as it has many in 
one country)  

 Locating study area in the 
UK (outside the direct 
local area of their town) – 
surrounding areas and 
counties including 
features such as 
mountains, hills, rivers, 
coasts, settlements, 
transport links. 

Can locate- 
 

 The chosen area of study in 
South America. 
-In context of location within 
the World, within the 
continent and within the 
country. 
- Including the location of  
features such as 
mountains, seas/oceans, 
major rivers, coasts, cities, 
transport links, any other 
relevant feature to the area 
studied. 

 Location of any contrasting 
study areas (to those 
above) or to illustrate 
specific physical or human 
processes within the UK or 
world wide 

 

Can locate – 
 

 North America – centred on 
the chosen areas of study  
-In context of location within 
the World, within the 
continent and within the 
country. 
- Including features such as 
mountains, seas/oceans, 
major rivers, coasts, cities, 
transport links, any other 
relevant feature to the area. 

 Should now be able to find 
all locations in the KS2 NC 

 Understand and locate time 
zones 

 An area of the UK (chosen 
as a study area) that 
contrasts with our local area 
- being able to name 
counties/surrounding 
counties, landscape 
features e.g. hills, rivers, 
coast/seas, cities/towns, 
land use, transport links 

 

 



Place Knowledge 
Pupils develop their understanding of the geographical similarities and differences between places beyond their immediate surroundings, 
through the study of their human and physical features and processes. They will become adept at comparing places, how they change over time 
and begin to show some understanding of the links between people, places and environments. 
 

KS1 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Show understanding by 
describing the places and 
features they study using 
simple geographical 
vocabulary, identifying 
some similarities and 
differences and simple 
patterns in the 
environment. 
 

 Including - 

 comparative studies 
between chosen areas 
of study and direct 
local area. 

 Comparative studies 
of hot and cold areas 
of the world 

 Urban and rural 
landscapes including- 
town, farms, forest 
and coast/port. 

Focus on comparison between- 

 The local area – School, 
Hedge End and local 
contrasting settlement.  

 Any town/city or small area 
in any European country 
comparing to our local area. 

Focus on comparison between- 

 

 An area of the UK outside 
the direct local area and 
Hedge End. 

 A European area or 
region (different to that 
studied in Year 3) and our 
local area. 

 

Focus on comparison between- 
 

 An area in South America 
chosen for study and the 
local area. 

 Another area worldwide 
(except Europe or North 
America) chosen for study 
and our local area. 

 

Focus on comparison between- 
 

 A contrasting area of the 
UK to our local area. 

 Any area or region of North 
America and our local area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Human and Physical Geography Knowledge 
Have knowledge and  understanding of how both natural (physical) and manmade (human) processes that change the world we live in. To be able 
to evaluate and compare places and make links between them through understanding the processes that have occurred there. 

KS1 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Physical Geography –  

 Weather 

 Coasts  

 Hills and rivers 
 
 
Human Geography- 

 Settlements 

 Ports and 
harbours 

 Farms 
 

Physical geography- 

 Climate and weather in 
our local area  
contrasting this to 
European study area 
chosen 

 Coastal features 

Human geography- 

 Settlements and land 
use  (inc. changes over 
time) 

 Economic activity/ 
trade links in local area  

 How humans affect the 
environment through 
their actions over time 
in the chosen local 
study area. 

Physical geography- 
 

 World climate zones. 

 Location of the 
world’s biomes 
(including the ocean 
as a biome) and their 
relationship to 
climates. 

 Mountain formation, 
features of mountain 
areas including 
climate as a contrast 
to the UK. 
 

Human geography- 
 

 Settlement and land 
use in any area in 
Europe (different to 
Year 3)  

 Economic activity or 
industry in an area of 
Europe (different to 
Year 3) 

                or 

 Economic activity or 
industry in any area 
in the UK outside the 
direct local area 

 

Physical geography- 
  

 Detailed study of one 
the World’s biomes 
including climate.  

 River processes and 
landform features 
associated with rivers. 

 World water cycle and 
processes moving the 
water  

 Deserts 

Human geography- 

 Any type of economic 
industry and trade links 
between an area 
studied and other 
areas. 

 The distribution of a 
natural resource within 
a country, region or 
area studied 

 How humans affect  
the environment in the 
chosen area of study. 

 

Physical geography- 
 

 Climate in chosen 
areas across North 
America in contrast to 
each other and our 
own. 

 Volcanoes and 
earthquakes – 
landforms, processes 
and effects 

 
Human Geography- 
 

 Settlement and land 
use in a chosen area of 
study. 

 Any economic activity 
or industry in a chosen 
area of study. 

 The distribution of any 
natural resources such 
as energy, food, 
minerals (or any other 
natural resource you 
would like to choose) in 
a chosen area of study. 

 
 

 

 


