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Dear Parents and Carers,  

It’s hard to believe that we are almost half way through Spring 1! It is great to see the children stuck into 

their new topics, and throughout this newsletter, there will be more information about what each year 

group have been up to.  

I have been really impressed with how many Effort Marks the children have been earning since we have 

come back from the Christmas holidays. Effort Marks were introduced at the start of this academic year to 

help children focus on the effort that they put into their learning and recognise the importance of the 

learning process, particularly around our 6 learning behaviours (Independence, Critical Thinking, 

Teamwork, Reflection, Resilience and Creativity). All Effort Marks are recorded in children’s Home School 

books – if you’ve not had a chance to see how many your child has got recently, please ask them to show 

you!  

Kind regards 

Ryan O’Hearn 

FJSA 

We would like to say a really big thank you for supporting all of the 

FJSA fundraising activities which have taken place recently. In 

previous newsletters, I have mentioned that the money raised will 

be going towards projects to improve our school grounds and give 

children more opportunities to use different areas of the grounds 

throughout the year.  

As well as the willow domes, which the whole school took part in 

building in December, we have also used the recent money raised 

to have fencing put around two areas of copse/woodland opposite 

the Year 3 and 6 classrooms. These spaces are used for manipulative play and the fencing will help us to 

organise this more effectively and ensure that it can be used for more months throughout the year.  
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Year 3 
Year 3 have returned from the Christmas break full of enthusiasm and curiosity 
about the Stone Age. Our topic ‘It Rocks!’ got underway with a stunning starter 
day where we explored stone age carvings and cave paintings, we were amazed 
to find out that some of them date back over 40,000 years. It was great fun to 
produce our own cave paintings for our display wall showing handprints, charcoal 
drawings and natural coloured paints. We further explored the idea of colour by 
using natural ingredients to dye wool, just like they would have done thousands of 
years ago – minus the microwave! Did you know that blue berries and turmeric 
make excellent natural dyes?  

Our highlight so far though has to be our educational visit to Butser Hill 
Ancient Farm. Year 3 excitedly arrived to the farm to discover a whole 
village of Stone Age and Iron Age houses, including our base for the day 
– a thatched house complete with fire, animal skin windows and 
decorated with bones. Throughout the day the children listened and 
asked thoughtful questions from the experts leading our activities and 
really experienced what life was like for people in prehistoric times. We 
all enjoyed building fences using a practice called wattling and digging 
up artefacts like real archaeologists. The children all got stuck in and 
enjoyed our day out, they spoke about it in our Year group assembly:  

“I found it really fun caving the chalk because we got to be creative.” 

“I enjoyed digging in the mud and finding the different artefacts like an 
archaeologist.” 

“Exploring the different houses taught us what life used to be like – we 
even got to see the Iron Age toilet!” 

Year 4 
What an exciting and busy start to the term! We began with a fantastic Anglo-
Saxon day. We spent the day learning about life in the Anglo-Saxon times. We 
made some delicious honey and oat cakes, created our own brooches and built a 
tiny Anglo-Saxon village. Everyone looked great in their costumes! We have 
continued learning about this time period in our history lessons. We have learnt 
how the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain and explored how life was different then 
compared to the Roman times.  

In English, we have been reading Arthur and the Golden Rope. We really enjoyed 
this story and learning about Viking mythology. We have spent lots of time thinking 
about the character Fenrir and finding words to describe how scary he is! We have 
created some great descriptive sentences using similes and expanded noun 
phrases and have carried on the Viking theme in Book Talk, where we are reading 
How to Train Your Dragon.   

We have also learnt lots in other areas of the curriculum. In maths, we have been 
learning about time; we have looked at how to tell the time to the nearest minute 
on an analogue, 12-hour and 24-hour clock. This term we have also started our 
brass instrument music lessons; the first lesson was very exciting and we all 
managed to make a great sound by the end! We can’t 
wait to keep practicing and learn some songs.  



Year 6 

Year six have had an incredibly busy start to the term and their ‘Fantastic Beasts’ topic. In English they 

have been designing their own creature and writing an information page about it for the book ‘Fantastic 

Beasts and Where to Find Them’, in the style of JK Rowling. The children have worked hard to include 

examples of technical and scientific vocabulary and apply the grammatical skills they have recently learnt 

during English lessons.  

The children are enjoying studying the artist Tim Jeffs, and exploring the use of Brusho inks and oil 
pastels to re-create parts of his artwork. They are looking forward to creating their own dragon eyes out of 
clay in the coming weeks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our virtual SATs parents information evening. Hopefully you found it 
informative and useful in preparing you and your child for their SATs test in May. Please remember to 
contact your child’s class teacher should you have any further questions.  

Year 5 

This half term, Year 5 have started our new topic of “Out of this World”.  As 
part of our hook, we visited Winchester Science Centre in our first week back. 
Each class got time to explore the two floors of interactive exhibits as well as 
taking part in a rocket-making workshop. 

Children worked in groups to design their own rockets before the fuel 
(methylated spirits) was ignited to send the rocket across a zip-wire in the 
room. It may be a while before we start the Freegrounds Space Agency, as 
our best attempt only managed 20cm! We ended the day with a group visit to 
the planetarium where we learnt about the constellations, our solar system, 
and galaxies and even visited a black hole. It was a really enjoyable and 
successful trip, with many children taking away a sense of awe and wonder. 

The trip has helped support our learning in class where we currently have 

learnt about our solar system, the orbit and phases of the moon. It also 

helped stir the imagination of many children that they’ve used to create their 

own planets in English when creating non-chronological reports about their 



Basketball Competitions 

This week, children in Year 5 and 6 have represented the school in 2 basketball competitions. The 

children showed fantastic teamwork and resilience throughout their games and should be proud of their 

performances.  

The Year 6 teams both finished 3rd in their groups and had to play each other for 5th and 6th position. 

Whilst the Year 5 teams both came 2nd in their groups and finished the tournament in 3rd and 4th place.  

All four teams did extremely well and Mr Connolly said that we managed more shots than other schools in 
the competition – just leaving us with that all important shooting practise to work on for next time round! A 
huge well done to everyone who took part and represented Freegrounds Junior School.  

School Council  

Since being elected, the School Council have spent their meetings discussing various aspects of the 

school, but mainly, the introduction of our new catering provider – Aspens.  

The School Council have sought the opinions of their class mates and here are some of the main themes 

which they have fed back (no pun intended!) 

What are the positive changes? 

Bigger variety of meals and choices 

More flavouring in the meals 

The meal portions are bigger 

You can take as many ‘extras’ as you like (salad, bread, fruit) 

There are a variety of puddings 

The food is healthier  

What would make things even better? 

More places to sit in the hall 

Have other drinks available, not just water 

Everyone should have a chance to try the meals 

Putting a film on while we eat 

Swap the year groups that go into the hall first 

Lunchtime clubs – somewhere to sit 

More themed days 

What has changed already as a result of the feedback 

We have changed the arrangement of tables and bought 5 new tables, so we can seat more children at a 

time. Because of the new arrangement, there is also more room to walk around the tables so the hall feels 

more spacious.  

We are currently speaking to Aspens to arrange having taster pots over a period of days. These will be put 

on tables where children are having packed lunches so they can try the meals to see if they like them.  

We have introduced a colouring area in one of the huts where children can sit, listen to quiet music and 

colour.  

Further changes will follow, however during the School Council meetings we discussed the practicalities of 

some of the suggestions given and whether the School Council felt making all the changes would actually 

improve lunchtimes or not.  

We are keen to continue to listen to the children’s ideas and opinions and hope that we can make ongoing 

improvements.  



Trick Box 

 Tricks introduced and re-visited in each year group last term. 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Mirror Mirror 
Stand Tall 
Big Voice 
Magic Circle 
Stand as if… 

Mirror Mirror 
Stand Tall 
Big Voice 
Magic Circle 
Stand as if… 
Super States 

Mirror Mirror 
Stand Tall 
Big Voice 
Magic Circle 
Stand as if… 
Super States 
Super Stretch 

Mirror Mirror 
Stand Tall 
Big Voice 
Magic Circle 
Stand as if… 
Super States 
Super Stretch 
Different Sum 

Trick How to use the Trick 

Mirror Mirror I can say nice things to myself 

Stand Tall I can think about what I’m good at and feel 
good 

Big Voice I say “I can do it” and feel strong on the in-
side 

Magic Circle I can make a confident feeling 

Stand as if…. I can change how I feel when I change how 
I stand or sit 

Super States I can make my body feel strong inside 

Super Stretch I can do new things with a little ‘stretch’ 

After School Clubs 

It has been great to have a range of clubs up and running across the school 

again and it is wonderful to see the enjoyment that the children are getting out 

of these. Although club bookings have been taken for this half term, there will 

be another opportunity to book your children on in Spring 2.  

Some of the new clubs which we have up and running are Crazy Bricks 

(Lego), Creative Writing and Cookery. Here is a picture of one of the delicious 

creations made by a child in cookery club.  

 


