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Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a fantastic term we have had! I hope this recent newsletter captures some of the wonderful things 
that the children have been up to recently - even though I know there are more events to come next week 
for several year groups!   

For me, the best thing so far this year, has been to welcome so many of you back into the school building 
(in a safe and measured way), to share in your children's learning through a range of events which we 
have been so pleased to be able to hold in person, such as our parents' evenings, year group topic 
outcomes and our recent Winter Wonderland school fayre. We are so grateful for your understanding and 
support in what continues to be an ever-changing set of circumstances. 

As the holidays approach, I hope you have a restful and well-deserved Christmas break and lots of 
enjoyable time as a family. 

Kindest regards 

Ryan O'Hearn 

Choir 
The choir have been busy in the build up to Christmas, 
performing brilliantly at the KCC in Hedge End on 30th 
November and at the Freegrounds Winter Wonderland last 
week. It was so lovely to see them showing such excellent 
teamwork and to sing so confidently in front of two large 
audiences. As well as demonstrating their resilience as they 
were able to remember so many lyrics off by heart! Thank 
you for being such a creative bunch, we hope many of you 
will continue to be part of choir in January, as we prepare for 
our next concert in Basingstoke in March!  

Freegrounds Junior School Association 

We have had a fantastic start to our fundraising so far this year. Recently the Bake Off 

has a big hit with the children and it was great to be able to accept everyone's final entries 

into school last Friday. We were so pleased to be able to bring you the FJSA Winter 

Wonderland Outdoor Market and we would like to say a massive thank you to everyone 

who was able to come in and help us set up, everyone who donated raffle prizes, the 

parents who lent their gazebos just in case it rained, to Aspens for providing and cooking the hot dogs, to 

the Staff for manning the stalls and to everyone who was able to come along to support us. We made an 

incredible £845 and £629 from the raffle.  

The Christmas shopping Event also took place this week, which saw some very excited children in school 

choosing their gifts, again we would like to thank Mrs Dunn and Mrs Lucas who gave up their time to 

come in and help the children on the day and to our wrapping Elves, Mrs Batchelor and Mrs Leigh, who 

we are sure do not want to see anymore cellotape for a while!   

All moneys raised will continue to be used to continue to help improve our outside areas.    
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Year 3 

We have had a fantastic time over the last few weeks completing their Design Technology unit in our topic 

for this half term ‘The Great Christmas Bake Off’. We spent time exploring how food helps our bodies and 

the different types of foods we eat. We then began planning our Christmas Afternoon Tea to include bread 

rolls and mini carrot cakes. The baking sessions resulted in some fabulous creations (and a bit of mess 

too!) but it was clear the children had great fun developing their cooking skills. Many of our learning values 

were shown throughout, with lots of the children working well collaboratively as part of a team and sharing 

their own experience of cooking at home. The children were excellent role models for each other and we 

are very proud of how they have worked. A great end to our topic!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

We have had a very busy half term investigating all different areas of the world and the plants and 

animals that live in them, during our Survival of the Fittest topic. We started of with our trip to Marwell 

Zoo, which was great fun and very informative. We learnt lots about adaptations of animals alongside one 

of the keepers and explored the habitats for many creatures. Even the rain didn’t put us off. Back at 

school, we formed teams to research the seven different biomes of the World and chose how to present 

our findings. We enjoyed showing our posters, boxes and power points to our parents last week. Our 

work at the zoo also informed our English work, where we studied an animal and wrote our own non-

fiction information texts, which ended up looking just like they had come out of a book! We continued our 

theme of survival in our geography work, by thinking about what it would be like to live in a village in the 

mountains of Andorra. We even made mountains to scale and used techniques to show how rocks erode! 

In our other subjects, we have been working hard on multiplication and fractions in Maths as well as 
continuing to work hard on learning our times tables. Our times are getting faster and faster! We learnt 
and performed a dance based on different sports and have used new skills in games learning to play 
hockey.  In the last couple of weeks we have looked towards the winter and Christmas, by looking at the 
poem ‘Silver’ by Walter de la Mere and creating our own poems based on winter colours. We also hope 
you enjoyed our performance of some Christmas songs on the ukule at our concert. We all have enjoyed 
learning the instrument and look forward to our new instrument next term. 



Year 5  

Since half term, Year 5 have been getting into the festive spirit with their topic of ‘Festive Fun’. 

Throughout the topic, we have been reading some fantastic books such as “The boy called Christmas” by 

Matt Haig and the famous poem ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’. We have used these books as drivers 

in Book Talk and English. We have even tried writing our own verses to add to the poem ‘Twas the night 

before Christmas’.  

In music, we learnt and then performed Christmas songs in front of an audience at the Winter 

Wonderland. We have also been learning about chords and arpeggios. At the end of term, we will be 

performing these again in whole school assembly.  

In DT, we evaluated Christmas decorations before designing and making our own ones. We have used 

felt and some excellent sewing skills to create some original and festive themed decorations. We will be 

sharing these with parents before the end of term. This was supported by our science learning which was 

based around light. We learnt how light travels, reflects and refracts and tried to incorporate this learning 

into making some shiny decorations.   

Year 6 

It has been a busy half term in Year Six. We have enjoyed a range of learning opportunities including a 

gymnastics day, willow dome building and designing theme park rides. Our ‘Vile Villains’ topic we started 

with a court scene drama and enthusiastically took on the roles of the key players in a courtroom. This 

started our journey back through time to learn how crime and punishment has changed over the last 

1,000 years. Linked to our topic, we enjoyed reading The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes in English and we 

wrote in role as some of the characters from this classic poem. Our love letters from Bess to the 

Highwayman were particularly impressive and demonstrated our ability to adopt an appropriate voice in 

our writing.    

Elsewhere in the curriculum, we have learnt about the circulatory system in Science and investigated 
which exercises increase your heart rate the most. Our DT theme park ride prototypes are nearly 
complete and we are looking forward to attaching them to the crumble controllers next week to test them 
out.   



Willow Done 

At Freegrounds Junior School, we are incredibly lucky to have such wonderful grounds. During the initial 

lockdown (March ‘20), we spent time reflecting on how our outside environment could be developed, in 

order to create places to support learning as well as children’s mental health and well-being. We gathered 

ideas from all of the children which were fed through the School Councillors. Since then, we have created 

an outdoor strategy plan to start the process of making these exciting ideas a reality.   

One of the things that we wanted to develop was an area within our grounds to provide a natural 

boundary to some of the woodland edges, as well as providing shaded and sheltered areas for the 

children to be able to read, sit together and talk. Over the last few weeks, the Eco Reps have been busy 

designing a natural seating area; they shared thoughtful ideas and, as a team, helped to design our new 

willow dome structures.    

Last Friday, we were incredibly fortunate to have Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust visit our 

school to help with building our new willow domes. At the start of the school day, the Eco Reps met with 

the HIWWT volunteers. They listened attentively to instructions and worked fantastically together to build 

our first willow dome! Throughout the day, each year group had an allocated time slot where they helped 

to construct and build a further three domes. It was so wonderful to see all of the children supporting and 

encouraging one another as they worked towards a shared goal. 

At Freegrounds Junior School, we teach children the importance of looking after the environment within 
our school and beyond it, as well as considering the relationship that we have with our surroundings. In 
the past, children have planted trees in the school grounds and created habitats for wildlife to grow. The 
new willow domes will provide a fantastic sustainable resource which can be coppiced easily. Willow is 
naturally bendy and pliable, so is well suited to art weaving projects (which we will be using it for). Every 
spring, the living willow sculptures will produce new stems, which can be cut to provide more willow whips 
for future weaving projects too. 


