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Dear Parents and Carers,
I can’t believe half term is here already! We have enjoyed a busy few weeks; learning new facts and skills
across a range of topics and subjects, as well as some year groups enjoying their first school trips of the
year and taking part in sports competitions.
The children continue to develop and improve their learning behaviours and attitudes and it has been
great to see this so clearly during these past few weeks. It really is a joy to see so many of them keen to
develop these skills and earn Effort Marks as they do this (please see below for more information).
I want to also mention how grateful I am to all of the staff who given up their own time which has enabled
us to run two residentials this half term. Their hard work and dedication is hugely appreciated.
Have a lovely half term break.
Ryan O’Hearn

Trick Box
Whole School Management Programme
As we move on to our second phase of consolidating our ‘Tricks’ in school – each year group are now
following their own programme of re-visiting the tricks introduced last year and being introduced to a
further three tricks over the year ahead. An overview of the Tricks covered in each year group was
emailed to parents at the start of this term.
The ‘Tricks’ are slowly being embedded into the curriculum wherever possible and are written into PSHE
planning where all children take part in weekly circle time sessions. In these sessions, teachers guide
children through key themes, respond to issues occurring in school and reflect on the week with a focus
on looking at what has been positive to help re-frame thoughts. The Tricks taught are in four different
colours to represent a different skill - Calm, Communicate, Confident, Creative.
The Tricks provide children and adults to learn new skills to cope positively with life and to build healthy
life habits. If you have purchased a box of Trick Cards, please do ask your child which Trick they have
been learning in school. By taking an interest in the Tricks your children are learning, parents and carers
can polish their own skills which can positively impact the whole family.
Further information on Trick Box can be found on the school website.
Our next steps to develop and consolidate the strategies in Trick Box are:


to train some mentors in upper school to take on a new role of Wellbeing champions and to create
a mentoring programme in school

Staffing
Today we said an emotional 'goodbye' to Mrs Bradford, who has been at the school for 15
years. We are so grateful for her hard work and dedication to all of the children who have
been lucky enough to work with her during this time. She will be hugely missed but we wish
her the very best for her new 'caravan adventures' which she will be embarking on. Thank
you so much for everything you have done for the school!

After half term we are pleased to be welcoming back Mrs Rident who is returning from
maternity leave and will be working in Cedar class in Year 5.
We have also made two LSA appointments, who will also both be starting after half term. Mrs McKenna
will be working as part of the Year 5 team and Miss Whippey will be working in Year 6 in the mornings
and Year 5 in the afternoons. We are really excited that they will be join our Freegrounds team.
Sports Competitions
Children from across the school have shown fantastic effort in a range of competitions which they have
taken part in throughout this half term. Their determination and teamwork has been brilliant to see and we
are so proud with how they have represented Freegrounds Junior school in the following events:
 Year 4 boys' football (we took 2 teams to this and they finished 3rd and 6th)
 Year 6 girls Hampshire cup football
 Year 5 and 6 cross country (some individuals will now be representing the school in the county finals
next year)
 Year 6 boys Hampshire cup football (through to the next round)

Effort marks
It has been wonderful to see so many children who have already achieved 10 Effort Marks so far this
year. It has been great to talk to the children about the hard work
that they put into their learning as well as the different learning
behaviours which they regularly demonstrate. All Effort Marks are
recorded in the children’s Home School Diaries - if you’ve not had a
chance to see how your child is getting on with their Effort Marks,
please ask them to show you and talk them through with you.

Freegrounds Junior School Association
Thank you to everyone who has been taking part in the Smarties Challenge, we are so
grateful for all of the money that has been raised so far! During the next half term, we have
two further events which FJSA will be running and information about these will be sent out in
the coming weeks.
For the foreseeable future, all money which is raised by FJSA will go towards developing our school
grounds. We have a long-term grounds strategy to improve various areas around the school grounds
which is something that we are extremely excited and passionate about. We are very lucky to have the
space that we do, however we are also keen to develop this so that there are more usable areas for
children to learn and play throughout the year.
The money raised from our Autumn term events will be going on the following projects from our strategy:


Willow Dome Structure



Fencing for the manipulative play areas

Pupil Voice
After a busy half term, we would like to announce the class representatives, house captains, pupil
librarians and sports leaders that have been selected for this year. A massive well done to all those
who not only demonstrated their creativity in the way that they presented themselves, but also for
showing resilience by being brave and not being afraid to ‘give it a go’. These children will all play an
important role this year in regards to ‘pupil voice’: the act of listening to their peers and working
alongside staff to make the changes to our school that the children have communicated.
For each class, the children elected one of each of the following:




Eco-Rep - These children will work alongside Miss Seddon focussing on our school grounds and
optimising our outdoor learning environments.
Learning Council - These children will work alongside Mrs Hawkins with the particular focus on
our School learning behaviours.
School Council - These children will work closely with Mr O’Hearn focussing on a positive
behaviour code and reward systems.

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Ash
Eco-Rep: Charlie P
Learning Council: Imogen C
School Council: George R

Beech
Eco-Rep: Leo C
Learning Council: AmeliaRain A
School Council: Louise N

Larch
Eco-Rep: Ruby P
Learning Council: Eloise O’S
School Council: Dolly H

Sycamore
Eco-Rep: Tom K
Learning Council: Nyah P
School Council: Daisy P

Elm
Eco-Rep: Poppy W
Learning Council: Harry P
School Council: Ethan K

Pine
Eco-Rep: Molly S
Learning Council: Isla J
School Council: Kaci D

Cedar
Eco-Rep: Willa R
Learning Council: Sam J
School Council: Liam F

Juniper
Eco-Rep: Amy W
Learning Council: Toby G
School Council: Emily M

Oak
Eco-Rep: Bethany C
Learning Council: Maya H
School Council: Sophie D

Maple
Eco-Rep: Eva S
Learning Council: Toby M
School Council: Dexter G

Willow
Eco-Rep: Lewis B
Learning Council: Lucas W
School Council: Tessa E

Hawthorn
Eco-Rep: Phoebe P
Learning Council: Jaden-Lee
School Council: Maisie S

In addition to these roles, there are other important roles which some of our elected year 6 children will
undertake. The elected house captains will be working alongside Mr Banham and will focus on interhouse competitions as well as organising additional events. They are as follows:
Bramley - Thomas R & Ella W
Russet - Tobias B-P & Anais A
Empire - Lilly-Rose P & Franchesca L
Winston - Charlie M & Faye J
Mrs Martin and Mr Banham also selected 10 children to be pupil librarians. These children will help
maintain our wonderful library, assist Mrs Martin, help with the book fair and author visits. They are:
Aurelie F, Evie D, Imogen S & Sophie L from Juniper Class
Belle C, Alfie J & Maisie C from Sycamore Class
Sophie M, Bella B & Mia K from Hawthorne Class
Finally, select individuals also put their names forward for the position of sports leader. These pupils
will assist on sports days, inter-house events, and facilitate and supervise a range of games and
activities at lunch times. They will also work with the lunchtime supervisors, Mr Bingley and Mr
Connolly at promoting a range of activities and be ambassadors for all sport. They are:
Ben L, Joshua S & Joshua B from Juniper Class
Freya C & Annabelle R-C from Sycamore Class

Little Canada
Year 6 had a brilliant time at the Little Canada residential. On the way there, we enjoyed a sunny
afternoon at Osborne House. We spent time admiring the beautiful art and architecture of the house and
wore ourselves out with a long walk to the beach and Swiss Cottage. On arrival at Little Canada we met
our enthusiastic ‘Groupies’ Jake and Sam who made our weekend extra special with their songs, games
and a fantastic campfire on our final night. Over the weekend, we participated in a wide range of activities
including climbing, zip wire and kayaking. Sensory trail resulted in some very muddy children (apologies
for the washing, parents!) but great fun was enjoyed by all. Many of our learning values were on show
over the weekend with lots of the children challenging themselves and pushing themselves outside of their
comfort zones, as well as showing good independence and teamwork. The children were thoroughly well
behaved and maintained positive attitudes throughout the weekend and we are very proud of them. A
great start to the year!

Fairthorne Manor
Our Year 5 children had a fantastic time away at the start of October. They enjoyed a range of activities
which included; high ropes, water sports and a campfire. Throughout the two days, the children had
opportunities to develop and demonstrate the school’s learning values – independence, critical thinking,
teamwork, reflection, resilience and creativity. It was fantastic to see the children setting themselves
personal goals and targets for different activities, often exceeding their own expectations and trying
things which they hadn’t had the opportunity to do until now.
As well as developing a range of skills, we hope this will also give children great confidence for the
following year and will prepare them well for Little Canada in Year 6!

