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Dear Parents and Carers,  

It has been great to see the children starting to use the school field again for break and lunch times. The 
extra space and wider range of games which they have been enjoying has been welcomed and much 
needed. Although, I can't quite believe that we are at this point of the year, with the weeks seeming to  
disappear rapidly!  

Please take time to read our newsletter and have a look at the range of things which we have recently 
been up to and enjoying as a school.  

Kind regards 

Ryan O'Hearn  

Grounds Development 

Our manipulative play area is up and running and the children are loving it!  

We are keen to continually develop our school grounds to provide children with 

fun, stimulating and safe areas for learning and play and this is the first main  

area which we have begun to develop. 

There is an upper and lower school manipulative play area which year groups 

will take turns to access during their break and lunch times (this week it has 

been available to Year 3 and Year 6). Please remember, children will need to 

bring a change of appropriate footwear to access this area. 
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Bullying 

Bullying is something we as a school take very seriously. We believe that the best way to prevent  

incidents of bullying is to educate the children in what it is and the impact bullying can have. Woven 

throughout our PSHE and Internet Safety curriculum are many opportunities throughout the year to 

teach the children about bullying as well as what positive and respectful relationships are.  

The Anti-bullying Alliance identifies bullying as “The intentional, repetitive or persistent hurting of one 

person by another, where the relationship involves an imbalance of power”. 

This week we have had the pleasure of carrying out some pupil conferencing to find out what pupils in 
all year groups understand about bullying.  

Here is just a snippet of what our children had to say… 

When in school have you learnt about bullying? 

The children across the 4 year groups listed; 

PSHE lessons 

E-Safety lessons 

Assemblies 

Circle-time 

Anti-bullying week 

 

We are extremely proud of our children’s responses and have been pleased to see there is such a clear 

understanding of what bullying is and the effects that it can have. They were also very articulate in  

understanding and explaining the difference between what they  called ‘friendship issues’ or ‘falling out’ 

compared to what bullying actually is.  

Most importantly, all of the children spoken to said that they felt safe in school and knew that they  
needed to seek support from a trusted adult should they have any concerns. 



Trick Box 

Since Easter the children have learnt three new ‘tricks’ – Floating Cloud, Colour Breathing 

and Signal Change and we have continued to email home a weekly activity sheet with details 

of each weekly Trick introduced. We have almost shared the first key 15 Tricks with the whole 

school with only one more left for next week. The remainder of this academic year will focus on 

embedding these Tricks and ensuring they are being used on a regular basis with the  

children as part of our universal approach to promoting positive wellbeing.From the start of 

next year, the 15 Tricks will continue to be consolidated as well as introducing three new 

Tricks to years 4-6. 

We still have some Trick Box card sets available to purchase at a cost of £5. Please contact 
the office if you would like a box to have at home. 

French Days 

Next week we are having 2 whole school French days, with a 'wear red, white and blue' day on the  

Tuesday. All children across the school learn French each week and we are looking forward to spending 

some time developing our French speaking skills, as well as learning more about the country, culture and 

traditions. 

 



FJSA Raffle  

Thank you to everyone who donated and bought raffle tickets for the May Day Bank 
Holiday Draw. We have made well over £700 which is fantastic and the feedback we 
have received from doing the raffle online has been extremely positive.  Thank you to 
everyone who has already collected or arranged to collect their prizes. Please  
remember to log back on to the Raffal website to accept your prize so that Raffal can 
release the funds to Freegrounds Junior School Association.  
 
Coming soon we have the Smarties challenge which will be a great challenge that all the children can 
take part in.  

Year 3 lunches 

Yesterday our Year 3 children enjoyed having their lunch in the hall for the first time since joining the  

Junior School. We have been keen to give them this opportunity to ensure they have the chance to  

experience this on their own (without any other year groups) before any further changes are made, with 

the possible lifting of national restrictions later in June. The children came in and out of the hall very  

sensibly and showed lovely manners throughout this time. Well done Year 3! 


