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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Thank you so much for all of your hard work and support since the beginning of January. Your support for 

the school and with your children's home learning has been fantastic and we are  

extremely grateful for all that you have done. We are really looking forward to welcoming your children 

back to school next week and can't wait to see them, we hope that the feeling is  

reciprocated?! For those who are feeling slightly anxious or worried we will ensure there is plenty in place 

to support them and engage them back into school.  

 

We look forward to see you all very soon and hope that you have a good weekend. 

 

Kind regards 

Ryan O'Hearn 

Exciting news! 

 

We are extremely pleased to announce the wonderful news that Miss Gawthorpe is  

expecting a baby girl in July! We will send further information in due course to Larch 

class parents, however for now, I am sure that you will join me in congratulating Miss 

Gawthorpe and her family at this exciting time.   

Home Learning Short Survey Link:  https://forms.gle/T4D3JYhSTdUwTqHX7 

As you will know from previous communications sent out, we have made changes to the remote learning 

we have offered during this lockdown through Google Classrooms. This was based on feedback from   

parents/carers as well as updated government guidance of what schools should be offering. 

We hope that, although challenging, you will have found supporting your child’s home learning much 

easier this time round and that the changes we have made have been helpful. 

We have received a lot of positive feedback, which has been lovely to read and hear about, and we have 

tried to take on board any suggestions made to us on what we could do to further support children’s 

learning and engagement. We cannot get it right all the time but we appreciate all feedback provided to 

us. 

As we come to the end of this period of home-learning we would be grateful if you could complete a 

short survey to provide us with information on your views of what we have tried to offer this time round 

although we sincerely hope that we do not have to go through another school closure again! 
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Lots of new dis-

plays have gone up 

ready for the chil-

dren returning on 

Monday.   

They show off lots 

of amazing exam-

ples from your 

home learning over 

the past 8 weeks! 



         

Wellbeing Update 

 

As our children get ready to return to school after another period of school closure, it remains important for us to 

reflect and consider the impact that this past year will have had on all of us, but particularly for children. We hope 

that most children will have had many positive experiences of being at home with their family and establishing dif-

ferent routines, but we recognise that they will have missed seeing their friends, their families and many have missed 

the routines of school life and will be looking forward to coming back to school next week.  

We will continue to put in place our universal approach to promoting and encouraging positive wellbeing for all our 

children as they return to school. To reassure you of our continuing provision please have a read below of what we 

offer: 

Trick Box: we will continue to introduce a ‘Trick’ each week to the children and weave the ‘tricks’ into every as-

pect of school life to provide children with a toolbox of strategies they can use to help themselves. We will 

send home a family activity sheet each week. These initial 15 ‘tricks’ will be re-taught and discussed regularly 

in order to embed them into everyday language and normalise the idea of needing to draw on strategies to 

help us feel better. 

Circle Time – There will be opportunities for each class to have dedicated time to allow children to share their 

feelings, learn new skills and feel they have a safe space to talk and reconnect with each other as part of our 

circle time approach within the curriculum. This may be around specific topics or themes or can be reactive 

depending on how children are feeling.  

Time to Talk – children are aware of how to ask for time with their teacher to talk through any specific worries 

or concerns. There is a visual prompt for children to ask for this in each classroom such as a peg board. 

ELSA/FEIPS – for children with very specific emotional difficulties the class teacher will refer them to have a six 

week support programme to talk around their feelings or to have a set programme delivered. Parents can 

also speak to their child’s class teacher. 

A reminder that we also have Mrs Carpenter our Child and Family Support Worker who you can ring to speak to if 

you have any concerns about your child or issues within the family and would like further support or signposting to 

other agencies. Please look on our school website for further details.  

FJSA Virtual Balloon Race  

Thank you to everyone who took part in the Freegrounds Junior School Association 

Virtual Balloon Race, which was sponsored by Mr Pizza. We raised over £580 which 

is fantastic!! Congratulations to the winner Banana Dunford whose balloon trav-

elled an impressive 1972 kilometres. 

 

 

FJSA are searching for two sheds to store the children’s manipulative play equipment in. If you work for a  

company who maybe able to help or have any contact details for someone who can please get in touch with us via 

the School Admin Office.  We are also looking for pots, pans, colanders and utensils, again 

if you are able to help in any way please get in contact.  

 

We have some exciting activities lined up for the coming months so watch this space and if  

you haven't already please join our Facebook group, just search—Freegrounds Junior School  

Association 

 


