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Dear Parents/Carers
I can't believe that there is just one week to go before the Christmas holidays! Although, seeing many
tired faces around school it certainly seems that it will be a much needed break and hopefully a chance to
spend some quality time with family and friends in a way which we haven't been able to for a long time.
The children have been fantastic throughout this term and have shown tremendous resilience in a
number of situations, whether it be spending time in class bubbles or pushing themselves in their
learning, we are extremely proud of their effort and achievements.
I want to thank you again for the fantastic support that you have given to us as a school and very much
look forward to the new year ahead with you.
Kind regards
Ryan O’Hearn
100 Reads!
A huge 'well done' to the following children who have read 100 books this term - Wow! If you are looking
for a recommendation for a good book then these are the people to ask!
William - Elm Class
Danny - Elm Class
James - Beech Class
Eloise - Pine Class
George - Willow Class
Toby - Cedar Class
Faye - Larch Class
Leo - Larch Class
Florence - Larch Class
William - Juniper
Pen Pals
Last week, Year 3 found out that they would have French Year 3 ‘pen
pals’ for the year. They were extremely excited to hear this and they
have been busy designing and writing Christmas cards ready to send to
Amiens, which is north of Paris!
Year 5 will also be joining Year 3 with the ‘pen pal’ adventure and will be
writing to Year 7 children in Amiens. Equally as excited,
Year 5 have created Christmas cards as well as a written letter
introducing themselves.
Here are some examples of Year 3’s Christmas cards they have made.
We eagerly await our replies in the post!

Year 3
Thank you to everyone who put in so much effort to completing their
different ‘Great Christmas Bake Off’ home learning tasks. We were
really impressed with the knowledge and enthusiasm the children had
when they shared their work with the class. The children particularly
enjoyed showing of their creative activities and talked with confidence
about their favourite activities. We had lots of creative and delicious
looking bakes, colourful rainbows featuring all variety of fruit and
vegetables and lots of top tips to keep our teeth clean and healthy.
Many children either bought their work in or uploaded pictures and
activities to google classrooms. As a result, each year 3 class earnt a
substantial amount of reward time for their efforts and decided to have
free play outside as a year group. We hope they will put in as much
effort to our next home learning about the topic ‘It Rocks’, and maybe
even beat the reward time they earn. Well done Year 3.

Year 4
We had a fantastic response to our first home learning of the year linked to
our topic ‘Survival of the Fittest’ Even before our stunning starter day,
creating our biome boxes, many of the children came into school with an
impressive knowledge of biomes, climates and how animals adapt to their
environment. All the children shared their fantastic work during an afternoon
to the children in their class. It was lovely to see how many artists we have
in the year group (This will be good when we come to create our mountain
collages next week!). We were impressed by the quality of the art work and
detail on the animals created. There was also a lovely range of written work,
carefully thinking about what they would pack in their rucksack for their
chosen biome. It was also great to see that some of the children used
Google classroom to upload their work. All of this great work led to an extra
reward ‘free time’ of outside play for all of their efforts. We look forward to
seeing the work in our next topic ‘Invade’ Well done Year 4!

Year 5
We were so impressed with the quality of home learning linking to our
‘Festive Fun’ topic that was shared with us on Wednesday 25th
November. Many children uploaded work to Google Classroom or brought
their home learning into school. We had some incredibly creative Christmas
decorations, amazing and thought-provoking poems and some great
research presented to us about how Christmas is celebrated in different
countries around the world. The children really enjoyed learning from one
another and practising their speaking aloud skills in front of their class. Lots
of the work is now displayed proudly in the shared area and within
classrooms for the year group to enjoy. Each class earnt a substantial
amount of reward time for their efforts and decided to have free play time in
our wooded area where many chose to engage in role play, build dens or
play games involving hiding among the trees. It was a real pleasure to listen
to the children talk so confidently about their homework, and equally, to
watch them play so imaginatively together in the woods.

Year 6
This half term our topic has been “A Force of Nature”, in which we have learnt about the location, causes
and impacts of Volcanoes and Earthquakes. To support this the children were set home learning at the
start of the topic. In Week 4 we then shared the work with our classes. There were some amazing models
made, interesting posters and fact sheets as well as lots of other well thought out tasks that the children
had been working on. We have included a selection of the outcomes for you to see.
Alongside this, in English we were focussing on the Big Bad Wolf, and how the character features in a
number of different stories. The outcome was for the children to create their own book that was based on
“Inside the Villains” by Clotlide Perrin and “The Grimm Tales” by Philip Pullman. Not only did the children
have to retell traditional tales in the style of a well-known author but they also had to create their own
interactive illustrations. The lift-the-flap pictures had to reflect the character of the wolf, or have
connections to the stories in which he features. A particular favourite was having the three little pigs and
granny hidden inside the Wolf’s stomach!
Over this half term, we also started looking at the SATs reading paper, working through a previous years
to begin the familiarisation process. After Christmas, we will then be sitting practice papers in Math and
Reading.
Next half term, we move onto “Fantastic Beasts”, where will be looking at the J.K.Rowling book, and
creating some fantastic beasts of our own in Art. We are very excited to see what the children will create
and look forward to sharing the outcomes with you.

Wellbeing
The AcSEED Award is a quality assurance mark presented to schools
that have made a substantial effort to support the mental health and
wellbeing of their students. Schools have to demonstrate against a
range of criteria what they are doing to improve the provision offered in their school community.
Freegrounds Junior School first received the award in 2017 and we are proud to have been re-accredited
with the AcSEED award in recognition of our commitment in supporting children’s emotional and mental
wellbeing. The AcSEED review team were impressed with many aspects of our provision and highlighted
the following:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Outdoor learning lead.
Emotional wellbeing support in response to key events (e.g Covid-19).
Whole school focus on Emotional Wellbeing.
Clear evidence of wellbeing improvement initiatives, including working parties to create Mental Health
and Wellbeing Policy and Positive Behaviour Policy.
5. Website signposting to wellbeing resources.
6. Therapeutic story writing groups.
7. Chestnut room.
8. Friendship Mentors.
9. Increased emotional wellbeing training to all staff, and more focussed training for specific staff as/
when needed.
10. Increased focus on staff wellbeing, including designated staff member.
11. INSET training focussed on wellbeing for all staff.
Mental Health and Wellbeing working party.
FJSA
Thank you to each and everyone one of you who have supported Freegrounds Junior School Association
so far this year. We have had some great fundraising events so far,
Dress down day £301
Virtual Bake Off £273
Christmas Shopping over £1100
In the New Year we have an exciting Smarties challenge coming. Please start saving any 5p, 10p, 20p
and £1 coins. It will be classroom battle to see who can raise the most to earn a class reward.
FJSA Virtual Bake off

