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It has been a very positive start to the school year and, although we are only a few weeks in to 
term, it already seems like time is flying by! I hope you enjoy reading about some of the  
wonderful things that the children have been up to so far. 

Kind regards 

Ryan O’Hearn 

Year 3 

Year 3, have settled well into life at Freegrounds Juniors and are already working hard to  
produce some fantastic work related to our ‘Grow for it!’ topic. Our highlight in art has been  
exploring the school grounds and different elements of nature which we’ve used to inspire our 
texture and printing work. We learnt all about cross-hatching and stippling to create areas of light 
and shade and took leaf rubbings to create colourful pieces of work inspired by ‘Lesley  
Richmond’. 

In science, we have learnt all about what a plant needs to survive and used our new knowledge 
to create a plant survival guide. Did you know plants need exactly the right amount of water and 
light as well as nutrients and shelter to grow? We also acted out the process of  
photosynthesis – a tricky word to remember! We think it is amazing that plants can produce their 
own food. Our favourite story of the year so far is ‘James and the Giant Peach’, we are really  
enjoying following the characters on their journey and predicting what might happen next. 

In addition to our topic work, in Maths we have been focusing on number and place value and 
have started learning methods for mental addition and subtraction. In English, we have explored 
a variety of writing styles including a plan to stop the ‘Very Hungry Lion’ and a friendship charter 
to help the characters in ‘Pumpkin Soup’. We particularly enjoy lessons that include a song to 
help us remember our grammar skills and multiplication facts. I wonder how many people have 
gone home singing? 

A busy start to the year indeed, well done Year 3! 
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Year 5 

Year 5 have had a great start to this academic year and are really enjoying their topic ‘Walk like 

an Egyptian’. For their stunning starter, they made their own papyrus paper and learnt about hi-

eroglyphics and Egyptian gods. They then moved on to learning about the mummification  

process and the ancient Egyptians’ views on the afterlife. The children are making their own 

board games which show the journey through Duat (the afterlife) and are looking forward to  

playing them with their classmates. 

In English, the children have been exploring the biographies of different inspirational people 

through the book ‘Goodnight stories for Rebel Girls’ and are planning to write their own biography 

about Howard Carter, in a similar style. 

We’ve obviously also enjoyed a wonderful two days at Fairthorne Manor which you can read 

more about later in the newsletter. 

Year 4 

Year 4 have settled well and are enjoying their topic - Round and Round, Up and Down. 

 

In Maths, we have been working on addition and subtraction, calculating answers to problems 

using both mental methods and a formal column method. We have also developed our 

knowledge of fractions, multiplication and division. In English, we have been developing our  

creativity when writing setting and character descriptions as well as writing a first person  

narrative inspired by the book Tin Forest. 

 

This week our children have really enjoyed getting immersed in different soundscapes during our 

Horror Hotel music unit. We practised singing and composing our own introductions using tuned 

and un-tuned instruments and even had a chance to perform our pieces to each other. This year 

we have started French.  The children have loved the new software we have purchased and are 

enjoying their weekly French lessons.  So far they have learnt to introduce themselves and are 

beginning to count.  

Year 6 

The children across Year 6 have settled in really well to their new classes. Over the past month, 
they have adapted to the changes in school and their super effort and attitude has been evident 
in the approach they’ve had towards their learning. 

In English, we have been looking at a series of short stories, including music videos, to explore 
and write from a range of different viewpoints. They have had to inform, persuade and entertain. 
In Maths, the children have covered the four operations, fractions and angles. Alongside this, 
they have been doing additional times table lessons to strengthen their knowledge and recall 
multiplication. 

In our topic of ‘Vile Villains’ the children have been exploring how crime was punished at key 

points in history. We’ve learnt how Anglo-Saxons and Medieval Britons viewed and punished 

crime. We’ve explored stories such as Robin Hood to learn what they can tell us about crime  

during the relevant historical period. In recent weeks, we’ve learnt about the increase of capital 

punishment in the 17th and 18th century as well as learning about developments during the  

Victorian period. At the end of term the children will be asked to decide, when was the ‘best’ time 

to be a criminal?! 



House Captains 

Many of our Year 6 children have had a busy start back to 
school as they have been preparing and running their  
campaigns for House Captain elections. They have produced 
some fantastic posters and delivered some very thoughtful 
presentations about why they should be chosen, however this 
has made it extremely tricky for everyone when deciding who to 
vote for! Well done to everyone who has taken part. 

After all the votes were carefully counted, we are pleased to  
announce that our new House Captains for 2020-21 are: 

Bramley – Lucy and Johnny 

Empire – Daisy and Aryan 

Russet - Ella and Jack 

Winston – Mia and Rylan 

Fairthorne Manor 

What a fantastic couple of days Year 5 had last week! Although we were unable to have an  

overnight stay, we are so pleased that we could still run this trip. It was a wonderful opportunity 

for children to get to know their class teachers in a very different setting and begin to build 

strong, positive relationships at the beginning of the year.    

The children (and staff!) enjoyed a range of activities and were given the opportunity to try things 
that they have never done before, as well as show off a few hidden talents too! Thank you so 
much for your support in getting the children to and from Fairthorne Manor each day, it is greatly 
appreciated.  



2019-2020 House Points (Year 4, 5 and 6) 

We recognise that for many children last year, they would have been disappointed not to have 

the opportunity to achieve the next House Point badge which they were aiming for. We know that 

some children really strive to get their Gold Award each year and are so proud of them for this. 

Therefore, so that everyone has the chance to achieve the badge that they were on course to 

get before the school closures, we have decided to do the following: 

If a child earns their Bronze Award before Christmas, this will also mean that they will receive the 

badge which they were working towards last year too.  

EG If a child had their Bronze Award last year, they would now be given their Silver and if 

they had their Silver Award last year, they would now get their Gold. 

We understand that this isn’t a perfect system, however we want to do what we can to support 
children to achieve what they were on course to get last year.  

Learning Behaviours 

We are very excited to unveil the new characters for our school learning behaviours! 

 

Throughout last year, we were keen to raise the profile of our learning behaviours across the 

school and began the process of developing some characters to help us with this. We believe 

that these learning behaviours are extremely important to us and help us to understand how we 

learn as individuals. The characters will be used and seen throughout the school and we expect 

them to play an important part in what we do. There will be a more thorough introduction to these 

characters next week on Google Classroom.   


