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16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
In light of recent announcements and the news surrounding a national response to the 
coronavirus, we wanted to inform you all that in addition to maintaining a focus on good hygiene in 
school, through teaching and scheduling hand washing, as well as additional cleaning processes 
and routines of our school site, we continue to follow advice from the Government and the 
Department for Education.  
 
At this point in time, the most recent advice from the department for education is:  
 
If you (or your child) have: a new continuous cough OR high temperature (37.8 degrees or 
higher) you should stay at home for 7 days. 
 
To date we have not been informed of any confirmed cases of coronavirus associated with any 
pupil or family at school. Should this change, we will follow advice from Public Health England, 
NHS & Department for Education and communicate our next steps with you. 
 
This is a rapidly changing situation and we want to assure you we are reviewing the operations 
and activities we engage in as a school on a daily basis, based on the best advice we can access. 
We recognise that there are many different views, opinions and family circumstances which will 
affect your concerns about coronavirus. We respect the decisions that you will be making for 
yourselves and your own family at this time, particularly if your child or a family member have 
underlying health issues.  
 
In the event that the government make a decision to close schools and other settings for a period 
of time, we have been considering how to best support children with meaningful and relevant 
opportunities to continue with their learning while they are at home. Whilst we fully appreciate that 
it may not come to this, we also recognise that it is a possibility and would rather be prepared and 
inform you of our intentions in a timely way.  
 
If schools do close for a period of time, we want to try and ensure that any time children spend 
working at home is focused on gaps that they have in their knowledge, based on things that we 
have already covered. All children will be sent home with a sheet which will detail a maximum of 3 
key areas for improvement (gaps in their knowledge) for maths and writing. This will be 
accompanied by suggested websites which could support them and also provide some guidance 
for you, if required. It would be extremely beneficial for children to have regular (daily if possible) 
opportunities to read with an adult and discuss the book, particularly focusing on ‘retrieval’ and 
‘inference’ skills (further information about this will be sent out). If a decision to close schools is 
made before SATs week then this information will look slightly different for Year 6 children.  
 
In addition to this, we will provide the children with a range of possible ‘house-bound’ challenges 
which they could also choose to complete. These will include things like making biscuits, keeping 
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a diary, making the tallest tower possible out of only paper, etc. Once these have been finalised 
we will send these home, in case of the event that schools are closed.  
 
Hopefully all of these plans will be unnecessary but I am sure you can also appreciate why we are 
taking these measures. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  
 

 
Ryan O'Hearn 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
For your information, the Department for Education coronavirus helpline is now available to answer questions about 
COVID-19 relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline 
as follows:  
Phone: 0800 046 8687  
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk  
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)  
 
Further updates are available at: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/  
 
Guidance for educational settings: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educationalsettings-
about-covid-19  
 
Latest Department for Education information: https://twitter.com/educationgovuk  
https://www.facebook.com/educationgovuk/ 
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