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It seems unbelievable that there is only one week to go before we break up for the Christmas holidays. 
Staff and children have been working extremely hard over the past weeks and months and as a result it 
has been a fantastic Autumn Term here at Freegrounds Junior School.  

I want to take this opportunity to again say ‘thank you’ for making me feel so welcome since I joined in 
September. Although it certainly feels like I have been here for a lot longer than just a few months (in a 
positive way), Freegrounds definitely now feels like ‘home’. Throughout this first term the children have 
impressed me with their enthusiasm and I have enjoyed seeing them learn a range of new and exciting 
facts and skills through their wonderful topics. I have also seen their attitudes to learning continue to  
improve and go from strength to strength which has been supported by the school’s new Positive  
Behaviour Policy. The staff have worked really hard to develop and implement this and we are very  
grateful for your support and feedback. 

I hope you have a fantastic and restful break over the coming weeks and look forward to seeing you all in 
January. 

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Ryan O’Hearn 

Staff Promise  
 
Thank you to all the children who took part in the staff promise, we raised over £200 towards school 
funds.  There were 75 children were lucky enough to have win a staff promise which they will be  
participating in over the next week. 

Keep an eye on our school twitter account to view photographs of some of the staff promises. 

Mrs Rident 
 
When we return in January we are pleased that we will be welcoming  
Miss Rident back from maternity leave. Miss Rident previously taught in Year 3 
and when she returns she will be teaching across a range of year groups on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays.  
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Freegrounds Junior School Association 

A massive thank you to the fantastic FJSA for all their hard work and dedication in organis-

ing and running all the recent fundraising events, they have raised an  

amazing amount of money for the school.  

Christmas shopping event raised £275.00 

Christmas cards raised £682.00 

Winter Wonderland Christmas Fayre raised an incredible £2339.00!!!! 

Fundraising events are very important to our school. Thank you to all parents and carers for your  

continued support. 

Sports Desk 

End of Autumn Term 

Following the relative success of the football teams in September, both our boys’ and girls’ teams started 

their Hampshire Cup journey with mixed results. Firstly, our boys won an amazing game at home against 

a very good Crescent School team. Strangely, the score line did not reflect the game as it was very close, 

but scoring six goals in four minutes certainly helped our cause, with Freegrounds running out 9-4  

winners. Well done boys! 

 

  

 

 

 

Unfortunately, our girls were not so lucky, playing on a very wet day in Andover. They were by far the  

better team, but the very small pitch evened the game to a bit of a muddy scrap, with Freegrounds losing 

3-2. Unlucky girls, but we still have the Hampshire Games to work towards! 

Our Upper and Lower school Cross Country teams also competed in October with some very successful 
team results. A new venue at Swanmore College first saw the Year 5 and 6 boys and girls compete with 
our Year 5 girls finishing first! The following week it was the boys who excelled with the Year 3s finishing 
Runners Up and Year 4s winning their event. Special congratulations to Thomas O’Hanlon who finished a 
very close second place overall! 

Road safety    

Thank you to all those children who took part in our recent Road 

safety competition. The road safety team really enjoyed looking 

through your entries and admired your creativity. The winning entry 

is displayed here, we liked the overall design and the messages it 

gave.  

The days are still getting shorter and walks to and from school are 

getting darker so we would like to take this opportunity to remind 

you to stay safe on the roads. Be bright, be seen and follow the 

green cross code.  



Year 3 
Over the last half term, Year 3 have been focusing on all things Christmas food  
related through our ‘Great Christmas Bake Off’ topic. One of our highlights was a 
visit from Warburtons who taught us about healthy eating and helped us make our 
own Sandwich. As scientists we have learnt about teeth and digestion and how the 
food we eat is processed, we especially enjoyed trying to create our own digestive 
system using bread, coke and tights! Our aim has been to learn about the features 
of a balanced diet and healthy lifestyle to design our own afternoon tea plate. To 
finish our topic, we were ready to bake an element of our afternoon tea and are 
looking forward to sharing these creations with visitors to our Winter Warmer. 
Ready, Steady, Bake!  

Year 4 
This has been a really busy half term for Year 4 that centred around our topic ‘Survival of the Fittest’. The 
subjects of Geography and Science drove our investigations into the biomes of the world and the animals 
living there. We looked at animal adaptations to their environments and how animals are classified into 
groups according to their characteristics. Our topic came to life on our visit to Marwell Zoo, where we had 
a session on adaptation with one of their experts and were able to investigate the ‘treasure chests’ for 
each animal. We continued learning about environments by looking at mountains and what it would be 
like to live in a mountain village in Andorra and investigated how mountain landscapes are portrayed in 
Art. Our Fab Finish saw us present all our work to our parents. 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Year 5 have had a busy half term getting stuck into their topic ‘Festive Fun’. They have really enjoyed 

studying the book ‘A boy called Christmas’ during their Guided Reading lessons and have developed 

their reading skills well. During Literacy lessons, children have explored the books ‘Coming Home’ by  

Michael Morpurgo and ‘The Night Before Christmas’ by Clement C Moore. They have created their own 

versions of Clement C Moore’s poem, and look forward to sharing some of them in whole school  

assembly next week. In art, the children have recreated some of the illustrations from the book - using  

various techniques and media.  

A particular highlight of the half term has been our trip to Southampton West Quay and Christmas market 
where pupils conducted market research in preparation for creating their own hanging textile tree  
decoration in DT. All of the children are excited to take their tree decoration home to share with you on 
the last day of term.   

 

 

 

 
 
Year 6 
Over the past 6 weeks we have been extremely busy in Year 6. We have learnt how to imitate the writing 
of Charles Dickens, read and write mysterious ghost stories, develop our knowledge of fractions, worked 
with circuits as well as much much more.  

One of the main focuses of the half term has been the designing and making of our willow lanterns for our 
parent assembly on Wednesday 18th December. The children had to investigate materials they could use 
to make and cover their lanterns as well as how to create a light sequence for the final lantern show. The 
children have really enjoyed this topic and we have been really impressed at the resilience, creativity and 
independence that our Year 6s have shown. We are now looking forward to sharing the final products 
with our parents next week. 


