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Dear Parents/Carers 

Somehow we have already arrived at the end of our first half term! I can’t help but notice a number of  
children looking slightly more tired this morning than they did yesterday, mainly as a result of the fantastic 
disco which was organised by the hard-working volunteers of Freegrounds Junior School Association 
(FJSA). Through the Bingo night and last night’s disco, we have raised £994.00. Thank you all so much 
for your support, this money will go towards purchasing some new guided reading books for all year 
groups. 

We hope you have a good break over the half term and look forward to starting many new and exciting  
topics when we return in November. 

Best wishes 

Ryan O’Hearn and the Freegrounds Team 

School Improvement Plan 
 
Each year many schools set school improvement plans and targets. These are based on academic  
results, the development of classroom teaching and outcomes in books, as well as a range of other  
factors. Through self-evaluation and analysis carried out by senior leaders, the school has set the  
following priorities for this academic year: 

1. To improve the use of assessment to target and increase progress made by key groups of children. 

2. To develop a consistent approach to positive behaviour management across the school, to ensure a 
reduction in low level incidents and disruptions. 

3. To broaden children’s development and improve their attitudes to learning through the increased and 
consistent use and teaching of the school’s learning behaviours (Teamwork, Resilience, Reflection,  
Independence, Creativity and Critical Thinking). 

4. To improve leadership of the wider curriculum at all levels across the school, to ensure that pupils have 
a broad and balanced experience of subjects. 

After a recent all-day visit from the school’s Lead Learning Partner (Mr O’Hearn’s boss!), it was agreed 
that the above priorities, which senior leaders have identified, are accurate and appropriate. The school 
will seek to make improvements around these targets throughout the year and will update you with any 
new initiatives and relevant changes as we make them. 
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Year 4 

The children have had an exciting first half term in year 4.  They have been learning about forces in our 
topic ‘Round and Round, Up and Down.  We started the term by investigating forces, looking at gravity, 
wind and air resistance through a series of fun team experiments.  One of these was designing a  
parachute to protect an egg being dropped out of our upstairs classroom windows!   

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our biography work, we read about John Wardley, who has designed theme park rides such as 
The Vampire, Nemesis and Galactica, and thought how forces make things move and stop.  We then  
visited the local play park to see how forces were used to move the play equipment.  Back at school, we 
used our findings to improve the local park by designing our own play equipment considering how levers 
and linkages would be used to make our playground equipment move.  

 

 

 

 

We then went on to make prototypes of our designs, making sure it allowed for a lever and linkage to 
move and considered a theme that would attract children to play on the equipment.  Finally, we shared 
and evaluated our designs with year four classes.  

Year 3 

Year 3 have enjoyed exploring all about plants as part of our ‘Grow for 

it!’ topic this half term. Our highlights have included planting herb seeds 

and watching them grow, exploring flower patterns using computer  

software, creating wire sculptures and sharing them as part of our art 

gallery and using our creativity to produce plant survival guides. We 

also linked our knowledge of plants to our reading texts ‘The Giant’s 

Garden’ and ‘James and the Giant Peach’. As part of our English we 

visited our own giants’ garden and experienced how it felt to be  

characters from the book. When writing 

our final persuasive letters to the giant, 

we were inspired by all we had learnt 

about plants and how the outdoors 

makes us feel to use powerful  

adjectives and emotive language. We 

think plants are amazing! 



Year 5 

Year 5 have really enjoyed their ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ topic of work this half term. In Science lessons 

the children have built on the awe and wonder they experienced on our Stunning Starter day and trip to 

Winchester Science Centre.  They have discovered even more about the planets in our solar system, 

how night and day occur and the movement of the moon in relation to the Earth. Children have been very  

creative throughout the entire topic, designing and programming a meteor dodge game using the app 

‘Scratch’ during their Computer Science lessons, and during Design Technology, they have designed, 

made and evaluated Space related toys. To finish their topic, the children choreographed a space dance, 

which they enjoyed sharing with many visitors this week.  

In English lessons this half term, the space theme has continued! Reading ‘An Astronaut’s Handbook’  
during Guided Reading sessions, inspired the children to learn more about space travel. In Literacy,  
children have watched and reviewed the film ‘Toy Story 3’ and written non-chronological reports about the 
fictional moon ‘Pandora’. 

Year 6 

It’s been a full and productive half term in Year 6. 

We started the year with a trip to Bovington Tank Museum, which the  
children really enjoyed. Throughout our topic of “Your Country Needs 
You”, we have looked at experiences and emotions of people living 
through the period of World War One. 

In English we have seen some fantastic writing as the children have 
written persuasive speeches, information pages and poems all related to the First World War. In Art they 
have studied famous artists and created their own masterpieces in response to World War One. The 
children particularly enjoyed the Guided Reading book ‘Armistice Runner’ by Tom Palmer and enjoyed 
finding out about the fate of Captain Whitaker and Ernest! We’re now looking forward to sharing this with 
parents on Wednesday 6th November at our year group assembly. 

Outside of the classroom the children had elections of House Captains, Sports Captains, Sports  

Leaders, Eco Reps, Learning Council, School Council and Librarians, and have started fulfilling their 

roles brilliantly. It has been a great start to Year 6 and we’re excited to start our new topic ‘Bah Humbug’ 

after half term. 

 



Sports Desk 

End of Autumn Term 1 

Following the relative success of the football teams in September, both our boys and girls teams started 
their Hampshire Cup journey with mixed results. Firstly, our boys won an amazing game at home against 
a very good Crescent School team. Strangely, the score line did not reflect the game as it was very close, 
but scoring six goals in 4 minutes certainly helped our cause, with Freegrounds running out 9-4  
winners. Well done boys!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, our girls were not so lucky, playing on a very wet day in Andover. They were by far the  
better team, but the very small pitch evened the game to a bit of a muddy scrap, with Freegrounds losing 
3-2. Unlucky girls, but we still have the Hampshire Games to work towards! 

 

 

 

Our Upper and Lower school Cross Country teams also competed in October with some very successful 
team results. A new venue at Swanmore College first saw the Year 5 and 6 boys and girls compete with 
our Year 5 girls finishing first! The following week it was the boys who excelled with the Year 3s finishing 
Runners Up and Year 4s winning their event. Special congratulations to Thomas of Maple Class who   
finished a very close second place overall! 


