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19th July 2019  
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
At Freegrounds Junior School we are extremely fortunate in having wonderfully supportive parents/carers, 
family and friends who fund raise throughout the year for us. We are very proud that this year you will have 
raised over £5,000. We use this money for projects such as the purchase of iPads and laptops for pupils to 
use, as well as giving our children important extras that provide a lovely environment in which to learn.   
 
We are sure that you are aware of the national funding crisis that schools are currently facing. As the 
National Association of Headteachers (NAHT) has recently written:  
 
“Schools are having to make difficult choices on how to spend their limited funding as their 
income has not kept pace with the rise in costs since 2010. All schools are working very hard to ‘make ends 
meet’ but this is becoming increasingly difficult and verging on almost impossible.” 

NAHT 2019  
 
The school and governors work tirelessly together to ensure that we are constantly seeking best value for 
money and using our budget to give maximum positive impact for our pupils. We are very proud to work 
with the wider school community to look for opportunities to bolster our income and to provide additional 
funds.  
 
Strategically we look to monitor budgets closely, to forward plan and to keep parents/carers informed. For 
this reason, we have decided to write at this time as we are extremely concerned about the future of 
funding for our school if the current situation remains as it is.  
 
Whilst politicians are quick to say that the amount of money allocated to education has increased over the 
last ten years, the demands being made on that money are also massively increased too. Increased 
employer pension contributions, the apprenticeship levy, reduced funding for children with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities provide examples of just a few of the ways in which our available 
income has been reduced.  
 
This morning the Education Select Committee’s report on school funding was quoted in the news, stating:  
 
“The Government must fix the broken education funding system, commit to a multi-billion cash injection for 
schools and colleges and bring forward a strategic ten-year education funding plan.” 
 
The purpose of this letter is to inform parents/carers and members of our community that schools are 
struggling to maintain the high quality of education that our children deserve and to ask for your continued 
assistance in lobbying for fair funding.  
 
Thank you for all your wonderful support for our school, it is hugely appreciated.  
  
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
                                             
 

Deborah Johnson    Kate Dench 
Headteacher     Chair of Governors  
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